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Upcoming Virtual Meetings 
 

Tuesday, November 8, 7:30 pm 
Sign in to Zoom at 7:00 pm for informal social time before speaker  
Exploring and Birding Puerto Rico 
Presented by Matt Felperin 
 
In January 2022, Matt Felperin was lucky enough to be gifted a spot for a guided 
birding tour of Puerto Rico. Due to the island’s diligent COVID protocols and its status 
as a US territory, it was a perfect place for travel during the pandemic. Because of the 
island’s small size, there is a lot of ground that can be covered in a week’s time. The 
group was able to observe all ~17 endemic birds on the island, in addition to several 
other “lifers” for Matt. In this presentation, Matt will share vivid, high-resolution 
photographs of wildlife and scenery he encountered, in addition to tips on how to bird this island paradise on your own!  
 
About the presenter: Matt Felperin is a D.C. area local, raised in Takoma Park, MD. He is the Roving Naturalist with 
NOVA Parks, the regional park system of Northern Virginia. Matt has always been drawn to nature, and has been sharing 
his findings with anyone within earshot since his days as a small child looking for salamanders and crayfish in nearby 
Sligo Creek. He truly treasures the Chesapeake Bay and has enjoyed field work and naturalist programs in several types 
of habitats within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, and credits working under naturalist Greg Kearns for sparking his love 
of birds. As the NOVA Parks Roving Naturalist, Matt leads environmental education and recreation programs such as bird 
walks and kayak tours for the public. He views his wildlife photography work as one of the most useful tools to connect 
people with nature. Matt is on the board of Directors of Patuxent Bird Club and serves as the Coordinator of the Fall Bird 
Count for our chapter, and also manages our Facebook page. 
 
This program, sponsored by Patuxent Bird Club and PGAS, will be presented via Zoom and is free and open to the public. There is no 
need to pre-register for this meeting. Simply sign in to Zoom using this link:  

__________ 
See yellow box on next page for phone numbers if dialing in. 
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Upcoming Virtual Meetings, continued  
 

Tuesday, December 13, 7:30 pm   
Sign in to Zoom at 7:00 pm for informal social time before film  
Annual Holiday Film Night 
Featuring “Golden Eagles: Witnesses to a Changing West” 
 
The film takes you in the field with eagle researchers in Wyoming as they strive 
to discover how the birds are adapting to the many challenges facing them: climate change to sprawl, lead poisoning, 
energy development. Rappel into eagle nests; go behind the scenes at wildlife rehabilitation centers; hear stories of 
Indigenous peoples’ connections to the eagle. Cinematographers Melissa and David Rohm carefully constructed their 
vision for the film by capturing some truly unique and stunning portraits of the eagles and their habitat in the sagebrush 
steppe. The film is narrated by well-known naturalist Kenn Kaufman.  
 
This program, sponsored by Patuxent Bird Club and PGAS, will be presented via Zoom and is free and open to the public. There is no 
need to pre-register for this meeting. Simply sign in to Zoom using this link:  

__________ 
If joining by phone, dial +1 301 715 8592 (Maryland & Washington DC area), meeting ID 858 4996 8649.  
Or use one of the following depending on your location:  

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

 
 

Patuxent Bird Club members are cordially invited to attend Anne Arundel Bird Club meetings! 
 

Anne Arundel Bird Club, Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 pm—9:00 pm 
Meeting starts at 7 pm; sign in to Zoom starting at 6:30 pm or attend in person at Blue Heron 
Center, Quiet Waters Park, 600 Quiet Waters Road, Annapolis, MD 21403. Zoom link will be 
available later; watch email. 
 
Delmarva Birding Weekends  
Jim Rapp’s talk will include a brief history of Delmarva Birding Weekends, which started in 1995, 
and the connection between birding and tourism initiatives in Maryland and Delaware. Most of 
the talk will be about the variety of seasonal birding tours offered through Delmarva Birding, 
including winter experiences to observe waterfowl and seals in the Delaware Bay, summer 
excursions to Smith Island to view colonies of nesting Brown Pelicans, and birding tours along the 
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Scenic Byway. 
 
About the Presenter: Jim Rapp owns and operates Conservation Community Consulting (CCC) with his friend and business 
partner Dave Wilson. Jim's major focus with CCC is hosting birding tours and events through Delmarva Birding Weekends. Jim 
helps plan and promote birding events in Baltimore and Philadelphia, too. Jim is the field trip coordinator and website 
manager for the annual MOS Convention, which will next be held at the Wisp Resort in Garrett County during May 19 - 21, 
2023. Jim also serves as director of the Hazel Outdoor Discovery Center in Eden, MD. Prior to holding this position, he was the 
director of the Salisbury Zoo for 14 years before being tapped in 2007 as the director of Delmarva Low Impact Tourism 
Experiences, an award-winning nature tourism alliance created to entice tourists with biking, paddling and birding trails and 
events it helped create. 
 
AABC has gone HYBRID! The meetings will begin on Zoom and in-person at 6:30 pm to allow time for members to catch up with 
each other. The meeting will start at 7:00pm: a short business meeting followed by the evening’s speaker. All presentations will 
be recorded, with presenter approval, and posted to AABC’s YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/ . 
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Patuxent Bird Club/Prince George’s Audubon Society and Anne Arundel Bird Club  

 Meeting Dates for Remainder of the Club Year 
 

We are still working on confirming speakers for some of the upcoming meetings, but you can use this list of 
dates to mark your calendar. For Patuxent Bird Club and PGAS, we do not yet know when we will be able to 
return to in-person meetings. An announcement will be made by email when we’re ready to resume in-person 
meetings. 

 
Patuxent Bird Club / Prince George’s Audubon Society Anne Arundel Bird Club 

Monthly meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 
Zoom meetings open at 7 pm. 

Meetings are usually at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month. Meetings are hybrid; in-person meetings alternate 

between Kinder Farm Park and Quiet Waters Park. 
January 10 – David Moulton:  

Saving Grassland Birds in Southern MD 
Special Date: Wednesday December 14 – Andy Brown: 

Barn Owls (special date because of the holidays) 

February 14 – TBA 
Special Date: Thursday January 19 – Colin Rees:  

Dusk to Dawn Walks at Jug Bay 
March 14 – Jim Brighton:  MD Biodiversity Project February 15 – TBA 

April 11 – TBA March 15 – TBA 
May 9 – TBA April 19 – TBA 

June 13 – Annual Members’ Night May 17 – TBA 
 

 
 

Upcoming Bird Walks and Field Trips 
Click on blue underlined titles to go to a description of each place. 

Everyone is welcome on all trips and walks. No experience necessary. 
 

• Fran Uhler Natural Area – first Saturday of each month: November 5, 
December 3, January 7, February 4. Leader: Bill Sefton. Meet at the 
parking area off Lemons Bridge Road north of Bowie State University at 
7:30 am.  

 
• Governor Bridge Natural Area – third Saturday of each month: November 

19, December 17, January 21, February 18. Leader: Bill Sefton. Meet at the parking area off Governor Bridge Road, 
south and east of the Route 301/Route 3/Route 50 interchange at 7:30 am. 

 
• Lake Artemesia Natural Area – first and third Thursdays of each month: November 3, November 17, December 1, 

December 15, January 5, January 19, February 2, February 16. The walks are led by Terry Watson and Marc 
Manheimer. Meet at the parking lot at the corner of Ballew Avenue and Berwyn Road in Berwyn Heights. The start 
time is 3 pm from September through March.  

 
• Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count – Sunday, December 18. Compiler Marcia Watson. See article in this newsletter for 

details. 
 
• Bowie Christmas Bird Count – Monday, January 2, 2023. Compiler Dave Mozurkewich. See article in this newsletter 

for details. 
 
Note that on bird walks and field trips, the leader has the discretion to ask participants to wear masks, regardless of 
vaccination status, and also to ask for social distancing. And we may have to cancel if the COVID situation worsens. On the 
other hand, we do anticipate scheduling additional field trips and bird walks. Watch your email for announcements 
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Message from the President 
 

One of the joys of being the president of the Patuxent Bird Club is that I automatically serve as a member of the 
statewide Board of Directors of MOS. Serving on the state board has given me friends from throughout the state. I can’t 
think of any corner of Maryland where I don’t know some of the local birders. That means that I’m almost certain to run 
into someone I know, no matter where I go birding. It makes for a deep sense of community. And it means that there’s 
always someone to turn to for information, for help in finding a bird, or just to chat and swap birding stories. 
 

But all good things must end, and as I mentioned in the last newsletter, I’m ready to step down as Patuxent president. 
So we’re looking for someone who would be interested in serving as our chapter vice-president this year. That person 
can shadow me to learn the ropes of being president in order to prepare to start as president next summer. Please let 
me know if you have any interest in learning more about what being president would entail. 
 

Meanwhile, I’m getting into gear to organize the Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count on Sunday, December 18th, and I know 
that my counterpart, Dave Mozurkewich, is getting ready to do the same for the Bowie Christmas Bird Count on 
Monday, January 2. We are very fortunate that our local area hosts two of the most productive Christmas Bird Counts in 
the country. We always have quality birds and a good time on both counts. If you have never participated in a Christmas 
Bird Count, why not make this year your first year?  
 

I’ll close with a wish that you and your families enjoy a holiday season full of love, good 
food, and good birds. 
 
PS: A special thanks to all who have renewed your memberships. Your support is 
appreciated! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meetings, Speakers, and Field Trips Hosted by Other MOS Chapters 
 

Many MOS chapters are continuing their monthly meetings in an online format, and would welcome your 
attendance for their guest speaker presentations. In-person attendance is also welcome where applicable.  
Most MOS chapters also open their field trips to members of other chapters, but some field trips may have 
capacity limits or require pre-registration. Check on requirements before showing up. To see upcoming 
meetings, speakers, and field trips around the state, go to the online MOS calendar at  

https://mdbirds.org/calendar/ 
  

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Barry Stahl & Kathy Shollenberger 
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               Volunteers Needed: Jug Bay CBC and Bowie CBC 

    Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count - Sunday, December 18 
        Bowie Christmas Bird Count  - Monday, January 2 

 

This winter will be the 123rd season for the Audubon Christmas Bird Count. The Christmas Bird Count tradition 
was begun in 1900 by ornithologist Frank Chapman as an activity to counter the traditional mass hunting of 
birds during the holiday season.  
 

To learn more about the early history of the CBC and why the 
counts are important, you can do no better than to view a short video featuring the 
late Chan Robbins, world-renowned ornithologist from Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center, and a past President of the Patuxent Bird Club (1989-1990). Some of the 
footage in the video features Chan conducting a CBC at Patuxent with his daughter 
Jane Robbins, also one of our members. The territory on which they are shown 
counting is part of the Bowie CBC circle. To view the video, go to 
 https://www.audubon.org/conservation/history-christmas-bird-count . 
 

The idea of the Christmas Bird Count is to conduct an annual census of birds; for consistency, each count is held within a pre-
determined geographic area -- a pre-mapped circle of 15 miles in diameter. The CBC tradition now spans the globe, with thousands 
of pre-determined 15-mile circles, and involves an ever-growing number of people. For example, the 120th CBC, conducted in 2019-
2020 (the last year before the Covid pandemic), had a total of 2,646 count circles with 81,601 total observers (71,040 in the field 
plus 10,561 feeder watchers). Of the 2,646 count circles, 1,992 were in the United States, 469 in Canada, and 185 in Latin America, 
the Caribbean, and the Pacific Islands. 
 
Come join the fun! More help is always needed for our two local counts, Jug Bay and Bowie. Perhaps you would like to count birds 
in your favorite park or natural area within the count circle. If you live within one of the count circles (see maps below), you can do a 
feeder count at your home. You can choose your own start and stop times. You must contact the compiler at least one week before 
the count to confirm the area you will cover. The count compiler will give you instructions on how to submit your report. See 
Audubon’s interactive map for zoomable maps of the count circles. 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count 

 

The Jug Bay count circle, centered near Dunkirk, spans the 
Patuxent River and includes parts of Prince George’s, Anne 
Arundel, and Calvert Counties. The circle extends from Upper 
Marlboro on the west to the Chesapeake Bay on the east. 

Contact compiler Marcia Watson  
__________ by December 11 to volunteer. 

 

Monday, January 2 
Bowie Christmas Bird Count 

 

As shown below, the Bowie count circle includes parts of 
Prince George’s and Anne Arundel Counties and is centered in 
Bowie. The circle extends from inside the Capital Beltway on 
the west to just east of Crofton. 

Contact compiler David Mozurkewich, 
 __________ by December 26 to volunteer. 
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One more word about the CBCs. When the pandemic started, National Audubon issued special guidelines requiring counts to enact 
basic Covid precautions. Audubon has not yet issued guidelines for this year, but we might expect any or all of the following to apply: 
• Tally rallies and other gatherings, such as group lunch breaks, will be at the discretion of the local compiler. Audubon 

encourages any gatherings to be held outdoors if possible. Safety for the health of participants must be paramount. Decisions 
on tally rallies for our two local counts will be made at a later date. 

• Masking is required if social distancing is not possible while in the field. 
• Carpooling may only occur within existing familiar or social “pod” groups. 
• Activities must comply with all current state and municipal COVID-19 guidelines. 
• Allow for flexibility as it is not possible to know individual or family situations with respect to their home or family risks. 
 

 
 

 
      News in Brief from the Maryland Ornithological Society 

 
MOS Annual Convention 
 
MOS will hold its 75th annual convention at the Wisp Resort in Garrett County, Maryland on May 19th through May 21s, 2023. 
Our theme for the convention is “The Next 75” and will be a launching point for a short retrospective of MOS history and a 
look forward to the future direction of MOS. Keep checking back at the Convention website https://www.mosconvention.org 
for more information as it becomes available. 
 
MOS will follow the CDC, state, and local COVID guidelines in effect during the annual convention. All field trip leaders and 
attendees are expected to be fully vaccinated against COVID. 

_______________ 
 

Convention Volunteers Needed  
 
There are many opportunities to help make the MOS Convention successful. Here are a few of the volunteer opportunities: 
 
REGISTRAR. The MOS Convention Committee needs a Registrar for the Wisp Convention in May 2023. The Registrar works 
closely with the Convention Committee, in particular the Convention Chair and the MOS webmaster, to monitor online 
registrations, process any paper registrations, and assist the Chair with the convention program. Closer to the convention, the 
Registrar monitors online field trip sign ups, helps with cancellation requests, makes volunteer assignments, and works with 
the Convention Committee Chair to create registration packets. A more detailed list of duties and the timeline are available 
from the Convention Chair (convention@mdbirds.org). 
 
CONVENTION FIELD TRIP LEADER. Are you knowledgeable about western Maryland birding sites and trails? Your expertise is 
needed! You aren’t expected to find and identify every bird – that’s a group activity – but you should be able to guide the 
group to a birding site and around the site. 
 
REGISTRATION DESK STAFF DURING CONVENTION: Starting Friday morning, we have a registration table to hand out 
registration packets and orient attendees. Volunteers would be asked to arrive Thursday afternoon to help stuff registration 
envelopes, and to help Friday morning with the sign-in process. 

_______________ 
 
Other MOS Volunteer Openings 
 
INSURANCE LIAISON. MOS has insurance coverage for MOS field trips, the convention, etc. MOS is seeking a knowledgeable 
volunteer to be the liaison with the insurance agency when we have questions or to seek additional coverage. 
 
MOS Volunteers Needed, continued next page 
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MOS Volunteers Needed, continued 
 
YMOS VOLUNTEER. George Radcliffe (Dorchester County) and Wayne Bell (Talbot County) shoulder the work of running 
YMOS, the Youth division of MOS, and they would greatly appreciate some help. George and Wayne are from the Eastern 
Shore, so somebody from central, southern, or western Maryland would be particularly helpful to help sponsor YMOS 
activities in these other areas of the state. The youth are excellent and energetic birders, so this is a good opportunity to get 
involved with some outstanding future MOS leaders. 
 
GRANT WRITER. Do you have experience writing grants? Obtaining grant money to help fund expensive projects – such as the 
finished publications for the Breeding Bird Atlas, or for MOS Sanctuary capital expenses – would be a great help to our society. 

 
Close to home: SANCTUARY MANAGER FOR PISCATAWAY MOS SANCTUARY. Piscataway MOS Sanctuary currently is looking 
for someone to be its manager. This 82-acre sanctuary near Accokeek in the southern part of Prince George’s County was 
donated to MOS in 2008 by a developer. The sanctuary is mostly wooded and contains a stream valley formed by a tributary 
of Piscataway Creek. The Sanctuary is an excellent opportunity for someone to dip their toe into volunteering with MOS. The 
responsibilities can be as little as organizing trail maintenance once or twice a year. But the opportunity can really be as much 
as the manager wants to make of it. The Sanctuary, just outside DC, is MOS’s closest sanctuary to major population centers 
and borders a suburban development. The Sanctuary’s close proximity to non-MOS members could be a great opportunity for 
education and outreach through MOS organized bird/nature walks. If interested, please send an email to Jeremy Castle, 
Sanctuary Committee Chair (j__________). 

_______________ 
 
Make the Most of Your MOS Membership 
 
Apart from volunteering for MOS projects and events, there are many other ways to get involved with MOS and to get full 
benefits from your statewide membership. Here are a few ideas: 

• Find field trips in other parts of the state by consulting the MOS Calendar at https://mdbirds.org/calendar/. 
• The MOS Calendar can also help you find speaker programs offered by other chapters that you can attend in person 

or online. 
• Go birding at one of the ten MOS Sanctuaries. The Sanctuaries also offer good opportunities for those interested in 

native plants, herps, or insects or just about anything else. See details at  https://mdbirds.org/conservation/refuges-
sanctuaries/ and at https://birdersguidemddc.org/region/mos-sanctuaries/. 

• Consult the MOS Birder’s Guide to Maryland & DC (https://birdersguidemddc.org) to find some new places to go 
birding. You can search for birding locations by county or region, or by habitat and features.   

• Don’t see your favorite birding place on the Birder’s Guide website? Submit a nomination for that site. Contact 
website editor Marcia Watson (__________), who can supply a brief questionnaire to get you started with your 
nomination. 

• Volunteer to serve on an MOS committee. There are 16 standing committees and most can use help: Budget, Bylaws, 
Collections, Communications, Convention, Conservation, Development, Investment, Long-Range Planning, MD/DC 
Records*, Research, Sanctuary, Scholarship, Seasonal Counts, Statewide Educational Activities, and Youth Programs. 
To volunteer for a committee, send an email to MOS President Bonnie Borsa (bonnie.borsa@mdbirds.org).  
*Members for the Records Committee are chosen by a special selection process rather than volunteering. 
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National News: Annual State of the Birds Report 
By Marcia Watson, Based on NABCI Press Release and Media Kit 

 
The 2022 edition of the annual State of the Birds Report has been released and is available to read 
or download at https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2022/.  
 

Overall, the news is not good. Some key findings: 
 

• The trends for our nation’s birds reveal a vital message. Birds are declining overall in every 
habitat except in wetlands, where decades of investment have resulted in dramatic gains. 

• More than half of U.S. bird species are declining. 
• U.S. grassland birds are among the fastest declining, with a 34% loss since 1970. 
• Waterbirds and ducks in the U.S. have increased by 18% and 34% respectively during the same period. 
• 70 newly identified Tipping Point species have each lost 50% or more of their populations in the past 50 years, and 

are on a track to lose another half in the next 50 years if nothing changes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the species on the Tipping Point list were previously considered common in their habitats and it is an eye-opener to 
see that they are now at risk. Startling examples among our local birds include Great Black-backed Gull, Least Tern, Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Ruddy Turnstone, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Wood Thrush, Seaside Sparrow, Saltmarsh Sparrow, and Prairie 
Warbler. 
 
Below is the complete list of the 70 Tipping Point species. Of these, 39 species are on a trajectory to lose another 50% of their 
populations in the next 50 years; the other 31 species (indicated with an asterisk) already have perilously small populations 
and continue to face high threats, but lack sufficient monitoring data. 
 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl 
Black Scoter  
King Eider  
Mottled Duck 
 
Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies 
Greater Sage-Grouse  
Lesser Prairie-Chicken* 
 
Grebes 
Clark’s Grebe 

Sandpipers and Allies, continued 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Wandering Tattler 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
 
Auks, Murres, and Puffins 
Craveri’s Murrelet* 
Guadalupe Murrelet* 
Kittlitz’s Murrelet* 
Scripps’s Murrelet* 
Whiskered Auklet* 

Tyrant Flycatchers 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
 
Crows, Jays, and Magpies 
Pinyon Jay 
Yellow-billed Magpie 
 
Mockingbirds and Thrashers 
Bendire’s Thrasher 
LeConte’s Thrasher 
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Western Grebe 
 
Cuckoos 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
 
Nightjars and Allies 
Eastern Whip-poor-will 
 
Swifts 
Black Swift 
Chimney Swift 
 
Hummingbirds 
Rufous Hummingbird  
Allen’s Hummingbird 
 
Rails, Gallinules, and Coots 
King Rail  
Black Rail*  
Yellow Rail* 
 
Plovers and Lapwings 
American Golden-Plover  
Mountain Plover  
Wilson’s Plover 
 
Sandpipers and Allies 
Whimbrel  
Bristle-thighed Curlew*  
Hudsonian Godwit  
Ruddy Turnstone  
Surfbird 
Stilt Sandpiper  
Rock Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper  
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher  

 
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers 
Red-legged Kittiwake* 
Ivory Gull* 
Heermann’s Gull* 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Least Tern 
Elegant Tern* 
Black Skimmer 
 
Loons 
Yellow-billed Loon 
 
Albatrosses 
Laysan Albatross* 
Black-footed Albatross* 
 
Northern Storm-Petrels 
Townsend’s Storm-Petrel* 
Ashy Storm-Petrel* 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel* 
 
Shearwaters and Petrels 
Murphy’s Petrel* 
Fea’s Petrel* 
Black-capped Petrel* 
Parkinson’s Petrel* 
Black-vented Shearwater* 
Audubon’s Shearwater* 
 
Cormorants and Shags 
Red-faced Cormorant 
 
Owls 
Snowy Owl 
 
Woodpeckers 
Red-headed Woodpecker 

Thrushes and Allies 
Bicknell’s Thrush* 
Wood Thrush 
 
Wagtails and Pipits 
Sprague’s Pipit 
 
Finches, Euphonias, and Allies 
Evening Grosbeak 
Black Rosy-Finch* 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch* 
Cassia Crossbill* 
 
Longspurs and Snow Buntings 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 
Thick-billed Longspur 
 
New World Sparrows 
Bachman’s Sparrow 
Black-chinned Sparrow 
Harris’s Sparrow 
Seaside Sparrow* 
LeConte’s Sparrow 
Saltmarsh Sparrow* 
Baird’s Sparrow 
Henslow’s Sparrow 
 
Troupials and Allies 
Bobolink 
Tricolored Blackbird* 
 
New World Warblers 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Mourning Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Grace’s Warbler 
Canada Warbler 

 
Of the 1,093 bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 89 birds have already received additional protections 
as either threatened or endangered under the U.S. Endangered Species Act to prevent their extinction. The Tipping Point 
species represent another 70 birds that could be next to face threatened or endangered status. Cumulatively, the Tipping 
Point species that have sufficient data for monitoring have lost more than two-thirds of their populations in the past 50 years.  
 
Tipping Point species come from varied habitats, but they all have the same urgency—immediate science and conservation 
actions are needed to turn around declines.  

 
 “The rapid declines in birds signal the intensifying stresses that wildlife and people alike are 
experiencing around the world because of habitat loss, environmental degradation and extreme 
climate events,” said Dr. Amanda Rodewald, director of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Center for 
Avian Population Studies. “Taking action to bring birds back delivers a cascade of benefits that 
improve climate resilience and quality of life for people. When we restore forests, for example, we  
sequester carbon, reduce fire intensity, and create habitat for plants and animals. By greening 
cities, we provide heat relief, increase access to recreation, and create refuge for migrating birds.” 
 

Lesser Yellowlegs by 
Melissa Hafting 
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“While a majority of bird species are declining, many waterbird populations remain healthy, thanks to decades of 
collaborative investments from hunters, landowners, state and federal agencies, and corporations,” said Dr. Karen Waldrop, 
chief conservation officer for Ducks Unlimited. “This is good news not only for birds, but for the thousands of other species 
that rely on wetlands, and the communities that benefit from groundwater recharge, carbon sequestration, and flood 
protection.” 
 
The report suggests that applying that winning formula in more habitats will help birds and natural resources rebound. 
 
“The North American Waterfowl Management Plan, Federal Duck Stamp Program, grants from the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, and regional Joint Ventures partnerships are all part of a framework that has a proven track record with 
restoring and protecting wetland-dependent species,” said Williams of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “Now we want to use 
that precedent to work with our partners to restore bird populations, conserve habitat, and build a foundation for how we 
respond to the loss of other bird groups.” 
 
Data show that conservation must be stepped up to reverse the biggest declines among 
shorebirds, down by 33% since 1970, and grasslands birds, down by 34%. Recognizing the need to 
work at bigger, faster scales, 200 organizations from across seven sectors in Mexico, Canada, the 
US, and Indigenous Nations are collaborating on a Central Grasslands Roadmap to conserve one 
of North America’s largest and most vital ecosystems—hundreds of million acres of grasslands. 
 
“People have changed our grassland landscape and people are key to its future,” said Tammy VerCauteren, executive director 
of the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies and a representative of the Central Grasslands Roadmap. “Collectively, we are working 
to make a movement to save our grasslands and the people and wildlife that depend upon them. Together we can ensure 
Tribal sovereignty, private property rights, food security, resilient landscapes, and thriving wildlife populations.” 
 
Given widespread declines, the report emphasizes the need for proactive conservation across habitats and species. 
 
“Despite best hopes and efforts, 70 Tipping Point bird species have a half-life of just 50 years–meaning they will lose half their 
already dwindling populations in the next 50 years unless we take action,” said Dr. Peter Marra, director of The Earth 
Commons—Georgetown University’s Institute for Environment & Sustainability. “What we’ve outlined in this State of the 
Birds is a recipe for how conservation biologists can work with communities and use surgical precision to solve environmental 
problems—blending new technology and data to pinpoint the cause of losses and to reverse declines while we still have the 
best chance—now, before more birds plummet to endangered.” 
 
The report advises that meeting the tremendous need will require a strategic combination of partnerships, incentives, 
science-based solutions, and the will to dramatically scale up conservation efforts. 
 
“Everyone can make a difference to help turn declines around,” said Mike Parr, president of American Bird Conservancy. 
“Everyone with a window can use simple solutions to prevent collisions. Everyone can help green their neighborhood and 
avoid using pesticides that harm birds. Everyone who lives in a neighborhood can bring the issues and solutions to their 
community and use their voice to take action.” 
 
The report used five sources of data, including the North American Breeding Bird Survey and Christmas Bird Count, to track 
the health of breeding birds in habitats across the United States. 
 
The annual report is produced by a broad coalition of partner organizations led by the U.S North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative (NABCI). Partners include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Smithsonian National 
Zoological Park and Conservation Biology Institute, USGS, USDA, National Audubon, the American Bird Conservancy, the 
American Birding Association, the American Ornithological Society, Partners in Flight, and many more. See the list of partner 
organizations at https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2022/report-partners/.  
 
Photos, graphics, and quotes courtesy NABCI media kit.  

 
 

Bobolink by Brad Imhoff 
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Notable Bird Sightings in Prince George’s County 
September - October, 2022 
Based on eBird Rare Bird Alerts 

 
We notched up not one, but two new birds for the Prince George’s County bird checklist in October: Anhinga and Black-
throated Gray Warbler. Both are well-documented with numerous photos.  
 
The Anhinga was found by Kevin Bennett at Depot Pond East in Upper Marlboro on October 8. In his eBird notes, Kevin said 
(in part): “Missed this bird on my first scan of the pond. It was partially 
obscured by aquatic vegetation, sitting just above the water with wings 
extended. Long neck in an "S" position, straight, pointed bill, whitish wing 
coverts over black flight feathers and black body, brownish head and neck . . . 
Since this site is so infrequently birded outside of duck season, it's hard to 
know how long the bird has been here.”  
 
Thanks to Kevin’s quick posting of the sighting, many other birders got to see 
the Anhinga in the next couple of days. The last sighting was by Fred Shaffer 
on October 11, who saw the bird fly up out of the pond, gain altitude, and then 
disappear while gliding to the east. Photo at right by Fred Shaffer, 10/11/22, 
Macaulay Library ML492773871. 
 
This is the first report of Anhinga for Prince George’s County in eBird. Fred Shaffer saw a bird that was probably an Anhinga 
flying over Schoolhouse Pond in Upper Marlboro on April 3, 2002, but was not able to obtain a photo. Given the height of the 
flying bird and poor view, Fred decided not to submit a full report to the MD-DC Records Committee. At the time of Fred’s 
2002 sighting, Anhinga was considered a rarity in Maryland, but the Records Committee received an increasing number of 
reports over the years, and in April 2008 decided to stop reviewing reports of Anhinga, essentially moving it to a list of birds 
expected in Maryland, although infrequent.  
 
Interestingly, Joe Hanfman found and photographed a female Anhinga flying over Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, just over the 
DC line, on October 28th. There have been no subsequent reports of that bird. 
 
In the US, Anhinga was previously considered an iconic bird restricted to wetlands along the Gulf Coast and southern Atlantic 
coast. Earlier field guides (e.g., Peterson 1980; Robbins Golden Guide, 1983; National Geographic,1985) show the range 
extending up the Atlantic Coast as far as North Carolina. The species has undergone a range expansion in the past couple of 
decades, and individual birds are known to wander. Anhingas are considered to be short-distance partial migrants, moving 
between breeding areas in the US to spend the winter in Florida, Louisiana, or Mexico. Much of the Florida population appears 
to be resident (that is, doesn’t migrate). The species is also found in South America. 
 
(Fun fact:  One might assume that our local pond takes its name from the nearby Home Depot store. Not so – old maps show 
the name “Depot Pond” predating the Home Depot store. The name comes from the railroad depot associated with the 
freight line that runs on an elevated embankment between Depot Ponds West and East.)  

_______________ 
 

For our second new county bird, Marisa Rositol found a Black-throated Gray 
Warbler at National Colonial Farm in Piscataway Park late in the day on October 28, 
just in time to make it into this report. Marisa found the bird while looking at a 
mixed flock of chickadees, Yellow-rumped Warblers, and kinglets. Marisa’s notes 
say: “I saw a black and white flash. The BTYW was foraging with the flock . . . 
Chickadee looking bird with a black and white head, yellow spot in front of eye. and 
thick double streaks on the flanks and 2 bold white wing bars.” 
 
By the next day, the Black-throated Gray Warbler had been seen by many birders. 
As of this writing (October 30), it is still present. Photo at left by Edward Eder, 

10/30/22, Macaulay Library ML499145311. 
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Black-throated Warbler is a true rarity for Maryland, with only 8 accepted records in the MD-DC Records Committee 
database. The previous birds were found in Anne Arundel, Harford, Montgomery, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester Counties. 
Most of the previous birds showed up in the late fall or early winter, although there is one record from Harford County of a 
bird that stayed from late March through mid-April.  
 
The normal breeding range of Black-throated Gray Warbler extends along the Pacific 
Coast from southwestern British Columbia California, and inland east to Idaho, Nevada, 
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico. Most of the population spends the winter in 
Baja California and interior parts of Mexico, but a few winter in the US along the Pacific 
and Gulf Coasts. Photo at right by Michael Herrara, 10/29/22, Macaulay Library 
ML498775091. 

_______________ 
 
Now on to other notable birds seen in our county. 
 
Chukars were hanging around the fields behind Ikea in College Park, with three birds photographed in the distance by Yiming 
Qiu on September 18th and one bird spotted by Derek Hudgins on September 19th. Chukars are native to Asia and the Middle 
East, but were imported to the US as a game bird. They are naturalized in the western US but escapes from captivity can show 
up anywhere. 

 
At South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge, Marisa Rositol found a Common Gallinule on 
September 16th. Another was at Central Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge (restricted) on 
October 6th (Mikey Lutmerding). Maybe the South Tract bird moved across the road. Photo 
at left by Marisa Rositol, 9/16/22, Macaulay Library ML484719821. 
 
An escaped Budgerigar (aka parakeet) was a fun find 
for Brian Anderson at Lake Artemesia on September 
14th. Michel Cavigelli also saw one on September 21st, 
but Michel’s bird was at Bladensburg Waterfront Park. 
The Bladensburg bird was also seen by Danté Julius on 

October 10th, and a Budgie had been reported from Bladensburg back in June of this 
year (Kent Fothergill). And then Emily Larkin found one at her home in Berwyn on 
October 2nd.  So, the Berwyn bird and the Lake Artemesia bird were likely the same 
individual, but the Bladensburg bird? Photo at right by Emily Larkin, 10/2/22, Macaulay Library ML490162551. 
 
Olive-sided Flycatcher was found at Oxon Hill Farm on September 10th by Allen Burke and Cavan Allen. Another was at 
Patuxent Research Refuge – Central Tract (restricted) on September 22nd (George Carney, Dave Ziolkowski, and Mikey 
Lutmerding). An Olive-sided was also seen at South Tract on September 22nd (Christina Yuan) and again on September 24th 
(Michael Stubblefield, David Murray).  
 
A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was seen at Lake Artemesia on September 5th (Hartmut Doebel). Another was at National Colonial 
Farm in Piscataway (National) Park on September 10th (Marisa Rositol). Hartmut had a two-fer when he found another Yellow-
bellied at South Tract on September 21st.  

 
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (BARC, restricted) yielded a trip of Vesper Sparrow 
sightings. Kevin Bennett found one on October 17th, Allen Burke and Cavan Allen spotted one on 
October 27th, and Michel Cavigelli found two on October 28th. The three sightings were several 
miles apart and so are unlikely to have involved the same bird. Photo at left by Allen Burke, 
10/27/22, Macaulay Library ML498250421. 
 
Lincoln’s Sparrow is an attractive bird that can be found during fall migration, and we had a spate 

of sightings across the county, too many to list individually. There was one sighting each from Riverdale Park; Paint Branch 
Stream Valley Park; Lake Artemesia; Rosaryville State Park; Jackson’s Landing in Patuxent River Park; and Merkle Natural 
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Resources Management Area. Three separate sightings took place at BARC (restricted) and five separate sightings were at 
Central Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge (restricted). South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge produced over 15 sightings, 
some involving multiple birds. Observation dates ranged from September 24th through October 30th.   
 
Orange-crowned Warbler is another good fall migrant. One was at South Tract on September 24th (Angela Shuman) and on 
September 25th (Cavan Allen). Another was at Fort Washington National Park on October 10th (Marisa Rositol).  
 
Hartmut Doebel found a Connecticut Warbler at Lake Artemesia on that date. Matt Cohen found another Connecticut 
Warbler at South Tract on October 6th. Yet another sighting was at South Tract on October 13th (Allen Burke and Cavan Allen).  
 
Michel Cavigelli and Ditte McInnes spotted a Mourning Warbler at Patuxent Research Refuge – South Tract on September 4th.  
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Your Submissions Invited 
 

Do you have an idea for an article you would like to see published in a future issue of News from the ’Hood? Send 
a note with your suggestion or, better yet, a draft article to the editor, Marcia Watson at __________. Concerned 
that you’re not a good writer? No worries – Marcia will happily help with your article. Deadline for submission of 
completed articles is the 20th of even-numbered months (August, October, December, February, and April). If your 
article is just a rough idea, please allow more time to develop the text and to seek illustrations, if appropriate. 
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