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Message from the President
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Well, here we are starting another year at Patuxent Bird Club, after our abrupt halt*
activities last spring because of the coronavirus pandemic. As we go into the fall
season, we are still unable to holdperson me¢ings because the College Park
Airport and most other county parks buildings, as well as other possible venues
(schools, libraries, etc.), are still closed for public use. Therefore, Patuxent Bird CIy
YR t NAYyOS DS2NHSQa&a ! dzR dspehkérs krthd Somii@ G
year.

But all is not lost. Although we have not booked any speakers for ourvekibre

going to give online getogether meetings a try Our meetings will be brief, informal
opportunities for general discussion and informatiorashg among our members. We
glyiG G2 aSS @e2dzNJ avYAtAy3a FIFOS FyR KSH
pandemic conditionsThe first Patuxent Bird Cluo/NA y OS DS2NHSQa
will be onSeptember 8th, starting at 7 pmWe will use Zoom saftare, which enables
us to see and hear each other on the computer screen. If the September meeting
LINE@Sa LI2LJzE F NJIyR FSFairofSz 6SQfft af(

And thanks to cooperation among MOS chapter presidepasuxent Bird Club
membersdo have opportunities to attend very full schedule of online speaker
programs.Three MOS chapterg Anne Arundel, Carroll, and Frederickare
generously opening their online meetings, with presentations by guest speakers, t(
Patuxent Bird Club membersSo, each month you will have tler@resentations to
choose fronx; attend one or attend them all. See the following pages for a scheduld

Wear Your Mask
RIGHT at all Times

rtpi.org

the online meetings.

Some of the online meetings require pregistration, so read the meeting description
carefully and register by the stated ddlme. There is also an article in this newsletter

Image courtesyRoger Tory Peterson
Institute, featuringclassic Peterson Fiel
Guide artwork

with all you need to know about Zoom, the software program being used to host these

online meetings.

Continued next page
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there is still too much risk to have any group activities. So we are taking @amésee approach and will continue to-esaluate
the situation.

The one event we will be holding is tkall Count the date will beéSunday September 20We encouage all our members to

LI NOHAOALI ST 6KSUGUKSNI AlQa KAGOAY3I GKS NRFR (2 0ANRadkthate 2 dzN
you bird in a family group or solo, to wear a mask if you encounter others, and to otherwidepnarus safety. See the article in

this newsletter for Fall Count details.

We realize that not everyone will feel comfortable with the idea of online meetings. If you have other ideas for waysup keep
communication among bird club members, ple&&®2 LJ YS | fAyS®d ¢KS . 2FNR 2F 5ANBOG2N]
together. -

/New Bird Club Member and Director\

Missing Member!

About 2 months ago, the club received a check for membership |
directly from a credit union in New York. Unfortunately there was
membership form included, and the credit union will not slyptne
name or contact information of the person on whose behalf the
payment was made. If you are that person and are reading this
newsletter on the webor if you know whom it might beglease
contact Treasurer Jane Fallonjefallon90@yahoo.com

Patuxent Bird Club welcomes Matt
Felperin, who not only joined the club
but also stepped up to serve on the
Board of Directors. Matt is a former Parl
Ranger from Patuxent River Pavko

now works for Northern Virginia Parks.

-l

Patuxent Bird Club Officers and Directors

President Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net
VicePresident Fred Fallon fwfallon@ymail.com
Treasurer/Memberships Jane Fallon jefallon90@yahoo.com

Second Year Directors
(Term 20192021)

David Mozurkewich

mozurk@bellatlantic.net

Wade Stephen

wadestephen@comcast.net

Debi Talbott

dtalb74296@aol.com

First Year Directors
(Term 20-2022)

Ken Cohen

kvulture@aol.com

Matt Felperin

mfelperin@nvrpa.org

Ikumi Kayama

ikumikayama@gmail.com

Represendtives to MOS State
Board

Marcia Watson

marshwren50@comcast.net

Ross Geredien

goodmigrations@yahoo.com

Field Trip Coordinator

David Mozurkewich

mozurk@bellatlantic.net

Hospitality

VACANT

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster | Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net
Fall and Spring Bird Counts Fred Fallon mozurk@bellatlantic.net
Bowie Christmas Bird Count David Mozurkewich mozurk@bellatlantic.net
Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count | Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net

Visit us on the web atww.patuxentbirdclub.org
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Upcoming Online Meetings
tF GdzESYydG . ANR /fdzo FYR t NAYyOS DS2NHSQ:
Meetings will be held via Zoom

Tuesday, Septmber § sign into Zoom at 6:45 pm f@rpm start time Informal meeting with time to catch up on news
and bird sightings. No formal speaker or presentation. The meeting will last no more than 40 minutegjigtration
required. Those registered will reiwe a link to the meeting by email on Monday, September 7, the day before the
meeting.Only those who preregister will receive the link to the meeting
You must preregister no later than Sunday, September 6, 2020, at 10 am using the form at this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PZIuKyMyLPya& gOMXyn5Rg4UyJUQIYaPkZT3perUw/edit?usp=sharing

Tuesday, October 13ign into Zoom at 6:45 pmrf@ pm start time(tentative).If we have a good response for the
{SLWSYOSNI YSSAyYy3A: eb BIDK 1t thelpieBegistrationlfort willyse skny viareiddil & 6arly
October.

Meetings Hosted by Other MOS Chapters
All meetings listed below wilbe held on Zoom or GooghMeet
All are free- there is no fedor Patuxent Bird Club membets participate

Wednesday, September, Zign into Zoom at 6:45 pm f@rpm start time Carroll County Bird Club. Speaker will be Dr.
t SGSNI all NN LINBaSy Ay ZDraMakaSnill .akdiuon a Hemididheiidijduyiey B Tiscovar iR & ©
unknown migraipnsofdo A NRa ¥ SELIX FAyAy3 GKS t1d8ad GSOKy2t23AS8a d
secrets of their biology to protect these marvelous spedfegu have questions, please contact CJ McAuliffe, President,
Carroll County Bird @b at 443398-6483 or by mail to ghome23@gmail.com
Preregistration is required by August 31, 2020, at 10 am using the registration form at this link:
https://forms.gle/ rUgEKwxbkhzysisN9

Thursday, September,3ign into Zoom between 6:3845 pm fa 7 pm start time Frederick Bird Club. Speaker will be
Zoe Johnsoth f NA OK LINBASYGAYy3 dal 26 {YINIL ! NB . ANRakKeé {KS gA
some of the research she has done with birds, and why we think birds are sragmedegistration is required. A link

to the Zoom meeting will be sent by email to all Patuxent Bird Club members a day or two before the meeting.
Wednesday, September 1&ign intomeetingbetween 6:306:45 pm for7 pm start time Anne Arundel Bird Giu

YIEGAS ClLtt2y gAftOILINS A[SHVTS a2 TDeéinfzNSsighid &S thiNdmeeihewill be sent
by email to Patuxent Bird Club members at a later date.

And save the dates beloyspeakers and sigin details will be proided at a later date

Thursday, October 17 pmstart time. Frederick Bird Club.
Wednesday, October,77 pmstart time. Carroll County Bird Club.
Wednesday, October 277 pmstart time. Anne Arundel Bird Club.
Wednesday, November,& pmstart time. Carroll County Bird Club.

Thursday, November 5/ pmstart time. Frederick Bird Club.

= =4 =4 =4 =4 =

Wednesday, November 1§ pmstart time. Anne Arundel Bird Club.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PZluKyMyLPyqe-Lq0MXyn5Rq4UyJUQlYaPkZT3perUw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cjhome23@gmail.com
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Fall Bird Count: Sunday, September 20
By Fred Fallon

¢tKA& &SI NRa CI t fSuddaydl¢piembea0,2@e R depadtire frbra tNa virsgired stricter protocols for this

pasti LINA Yy 3 Q& al & / 2 dzysitdmoieStontaty prbcedurdidiyia NBYH daNg/ G NI @St a2YS RA:
patch; you may stay out as long as Yie; and county coordinators will serve their same functions as in former times. Volunteers

are still urged to travel in smaller groups of close household members only and to wear masks whenever and wherever gher peo
may be encountered.

Ifyouwishi 2 O2dzy G Ay t NA Y O8nailFee Fab8\@:=don @ @ndafdntaspetify tNdaiiea yWu intend to cover,
or request suggestions of where you might go. (This is necessary to prevent accidentalautileg). Fred will then send you an
email with an Excel spreagheet, blank except for species names, on which you can enter your bird counts and return to Fred by e
mail. We are asking that there be no sending of printed data sheets through US Mail out of concern for possible virastogamnsmi

The Excel filavill havemore species than are really needed andasib be a bit too long to use a printed version in the field. Feel free

to take notes and create a field list using paper and pencil. Or, check the Patuxent Bird Club websitedtuxentbirdclub.org/bird
checklistsO F G F £ GSNIRFGS F2NJ I OKSOlftAaAald GKFIG @2dz Oy HeR¥csf G 0
spreadsheet for submission tered as an email attachment. Please rementpeo paper forms through the mail!

After all the data is collected, Fred will prepare a summary for this newsletter, and avsitieesummary will appear in a
forthcoming issue ofMaryland Birdlife

I S NXBti@ for your field notes:When recording bird names in the field, you may find it useful to useffo& G G SNJ & . I Yy RS NJ
eliminate the hassle of writing out long bird names. For birds withriveod names, the codes are just the first two letters loét

first name and first two of the last name, e.g. Magnolia WarbteMAWA; (Northern) Cardinat NOCA. Foros2 2 NR Yy | YSa =z
just the first four letters: Osprey is OSPR; Veery is VEER. Special cases come into play when there are 3 or moreewamig jn th

or when two different namesvould give the same code, e.g. Carolina Wren and Canyon Wren. Here is a linbamdee code

system in detailhttps://www.carolinabirdclub.org/bandodes.html

All About Zoom for Meetings

Since we are still restricted from havinggarson indoor group meetings, holding online
meetings over Zoom has become a means of survival for businesses, schools and colleges;

and community groups like ourZoom is a software program that enables people to hol %me
GOANILdzZE £ ¢ 2NJ 2yfAyS YSSGAy3da 20SN) GKS AGK

other people in the meeting. Zoom can be used for informal conversations or for meetings
with speakers givinfprmal presentations like we normally have at bird club monthly
meetings. A group can even watch movies together using Zpihink Holiday Movie Night.

There are other software programs that can be used for online meetings, but there are severakrdagofoom has
become so popular.

w The Zoom software can be downloaded for free. B#&es://zoom.us/support/download

w Zoom is extremely easy to use.

w®%22Y KrFra 3I22R &S 0dz2NRA imand & &hnéctioNI® a lotlofyoRer pragraR2o8yoyf Qi RS
computer.

w Zoom can work on a desktop or a laptop computer (both Windows and Mac); or on a tablet such as an iPad or

Microsoft Surface or a Samsung Galaxy; or on a smartphone (both Androids and Appks)P

WLF &2dz R2y Qi KF @S I 02 YLzl $ MNd t@aNtboin Imeeting dsing aN@gélar | NI LIK
(8t SLK2yS FyR 82d2Qff 68 FofS (2 KSHNI 6KFEGQa 0S8SAy3d ¢
seethescreensbeingshe/ o6& | &LISIF {1 SNX . dzi &2dzQff o6S lofS G2 K

you when you speak. The meeting organizer will give you a phone number to call.


mailto:fwfallon@ymail.com
https://patuxentbirdclub.org/bird-checklists/
https://patuxentbirdclub.org/bird-checklists/
https://www.carolinabirdclub.org/bandcodes.html
https://zoom.us/support/download
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All £ Continued next page

w The person or group hostingdghmeeting (i.e., the bird club) is probably paying a subscription fee for their use of
Zoom to offer meetings, but these fees are relatively affordable, starting at about $150 a year.

w There are also free Zoom accounts, but they have-miite limitonY SSG Ay 3 f Sy3Jid Ko 2 SQf f
Zoom account for our initial bird club meeting on September 8.

w Although the meeting host (i.e., the bird club) in most cases will have a paid Zoom account, Zoom does not
charge a fee to the participants in meeting® for bird club members, there is no fee to you, the member, to
participate in a Zoom meeting. (See note at the end of this article.)

w Both the free Zoom account and the $150/year Zoom account eriableneeting host (i.e., the bird club) to

have as rany as 100 patrticipants in its meetings. If the host club wants to have more people in the meeting, a more
expensive account would be needed. (In late August, the Maryland Native Plant Society had about 695 people
signed up for a Zoom presentation on padifor gardening!)

For the best experience, your computer should be equipped with a webcam and microphone and speakers. Most newe
model computers, as well as all tablets and smartphones, come with these features built in. You will also need a good
internet connection.

Once you have the Zoom software installed on your computer, tablet, or smartphone, joining a meeting is very simple.
¢KS 2NHFYATSNI 2F (GKS 2ytAyS YSSiAay3a sgraftt aSyR LI NIGAO/
for the meeting to start, all you have to do is click the link and your Zoom software will automatically open and take you
to the meeting. Prepare to go into Zoom about 15 minutes before the meeting startctibtakes a few minutes for

people to settle irand get their setup working.

hyOS @2dz2QNB Ay GKS YSSiAy3dsx (GKS %22Y aONBSy KFa az2yvys
cameraoffandogqii KA & gAff S0 €2dz O2y iNBf $KSUGKSNI Ladiycdr Ol y
camera if you would prefer that people not see you (bad hair day?). There is a similar control that lets you turn your
YAONRLK2YS 2y YR 2FFd LT &2dz KI@gS | t24G 2F o6F O] AN dz
when a speaker is giving a presentation, you may be requested to mute your microphone.

If you do participate in online meetings with your camera on, herd@urequick tips:

w Avoid sitting with a window or strong lighehindyou; the backlighting will ake it difficult to see your face on the
screen. You want a window or strong lighfriont of you.

w ,2dz YI® ySSR (2 GAtG @2dzNJ O2YLJzi SNI AaONBSy 2NJ OF YSNI
able to see yourself on the Zoom screand do a quick check from time to time that make sure that you are
properly centered in your screen.

w Avoid accidentally blocking yooamera with your hand or objects.

w Remember to dress appropriatetypeoplewill be able to see ydu

The Zoom system has an easy way for people to type messages to send to one another during the meeting. This is cal

GOKFGZé FYR AGQa AAYAEINI G2 &aSyRAy3I &a2vYS2yS || GSEG Y!

person. This is really useful if you want to ask a question without interrupting someone who is speaking. The meeting

moderator will be ale to read your question to the speaker.

This article is just meant as a brief introduction. Zoom has a very good Help section on their website with articles and
videos showing details on how it work&ee https://support.zoom.us/hc/emnsSee%20https:/support.zoom.us/hc/ers.

Below are a couple of images to illustrate what you might expect to see in a Zoom meeting (images courtesy of
University of Minnesota IT Degment). Be aware that the placement of the controls may be different on your screen
than what is shown below: the exact screen appearance varies with each computer setup.


See%20https:/support.zoom.us/hc/en-usSee%20https:/support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
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Continued next page
All About Zoom, continued

Switch
to
3 ' Speaker
A View
/d
/,
Microphone on/off Cameraon/off List of Participants Chat Leave Meeting

%22Y 2FTFSNHE (shodrtabovejhét ialles @i t6 gee all the other meeting participants in egimdd boxes; the
boxes get smaller when there are more participants. When someone begins to liale-green outline will appear aroud the box
O2yGFAYyAy3 (GKFG LISNAR2YyQa AYF3IST AdQa GKS AYF3IS 2y (GKS t24S

. 2dz Oy OKFy3aS &2dzNJ aONRBSeft, whege thé { LIS | |
person doing most of the speaking shows in a large box, and all the other
participantsare in smaller boxes, in this case at the top of the screen. You can
also set up your screen so that the strip of small boxes appears as a vertical
row on the side of the screeifhese are just some of many ways that you will

be able to tailor your screeto your preferences.

2 SONB K2LWAYy3 (KFIG %22Y YSSliAy3a osAft
duration of the virus pandemic. In fact, there are hidden benefits for our club

to have online meetings: a presentation by a guest speaker can be recorded

for later on-demand viewing; bird club members can join a meeting from the

e Jigred comfort of their sofa, instead of having a long dark drive to and from the
College Park Alrport we could have a large audience of up to 100 petaienore than the College Park Aamp could hold; and

we have the ability to host a guest speaker from anywhere in the world! However, you will have to supply your own refreshment

Note: Some organizations do charge fees to participate in lectures and other events held over Zothoséftes go to the
organization, not to Zoom. Most of those organizations charge an entry fee for thaérdon programs and they are simply
reproducing that practice for their online events.

The Maryland Ornithological Society and its chapters amritted to keeping regular monthly meetings free. At this time, most
chapters are limiting their online meetings to MOS members. In the future, online meetings of MOS chapters might be lopen to t
public if it appears there will be sufficient space in trdine meeting; since having online meetings is so new, we have to wait and

see how things work out regarding the feasibility of opening online meetings to the public.



September October2020

News in Brief from MOS
Provided by Robin Todd, MOS President and Maryanne Do®,3écretary

Election of MOS Officers
In May,the first everon-line election in MOS history affirmed the following slate of new officers for MOS:

1 John McKitterick (Howar@ounty) for President

1 Bonnie Borsa (Frederi¢kounty) for Vice President
1 Maryanre Dolan (CecCounty) for Secretary

1 Carol Daugherty (Montgome@oun) for Treasurer

Approximately 200 MOS members cast votes in the election. The new slate of officers will take office in September.

MOS Board Meetings Now Online
Normally he MOS Boardf Directors meets quarterly at different locations around the state. The Junmé#tingwas
successfully conducteahline through Google MeefThe September Board meeting is also scheduled online, and the Board
anticipates that online meetings will ilke new norm for the foreseeable future.

In addition to the quarterly meetings, the MOS Board and the MOS chapter presidentadtaxeeemail discussion groups
that are much used to conduct busindsstween meetingsThese forums have enabled the I®oard to be very
productive over the past few months.

MOS Stands Up for Racial Equality
In the wake of the killing of George Floyd anter Black and Brown peopl®OS issued the following statement:

DECLARATION ON RACISM

Recent racist incidents agat Black Americans have brought home to us that racism remains systemic in our society. As an
inclusive organization that welcomes all people with an interest in birds, we are committed to speaking out against racism
and bigotry. Black lives matter to MBas such, we condemn racism in all its forms.

The MOS Board of Directors recognizes &S members across the state are predominantly White, and as such are not
representative of thediversepopulation of our state. The MOS Board is commitiednaking changes within MOS to
ensure that MOS is welcoming all people. At present, aad hoccommittee is working on a statement addressing
Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion for MOS as a whole.
MOS Joins Recreate Responsibly Coalition

In July,the Executive Committee of MOS voted to

join the Recreate Responsibly Coalitiomeavly #RecreateResponsibly
formed coalition of nonprofits, outdoor P — S ——
businesses, and land managers developing and You ca DISTANCING

sharing best practices to protect each other and )1y asSrgu @ go@e
our natural landscapedhe coation isa diverse :
community brought together by love of the o — P ——
outdoors and a desire to help everyone experiengg _ LOCALLY ) OUTDOORS
the benefits of nature safely during this public i, <
health crisis. The national coalition is a working
group that looks to unify and amplify
commons@se guidance about getting outside during COY8DThe coalition has seven tets, shown in the graphic
above You can read more about the coalition and its membersiats://www.recreateresponsibly.orty

Continued next page


https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/
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MOS News, continued

Maryland Yellowthroat
Orietta EstradaYellowthroatEditor, has advised that, due to complications arising from the pandemic, the next edition of
the Yellowthroatwill be issud only in itsdigitalform. Noprinted copies will be mailed.

Breeding Bird Atlas NewsletteAvailable

You can stay informed about progress on the TBirdeding Bird Atlafor Maryland and DC through
BA3 2 K| GQa ahiif@Rativgrbnthlyy Sgaf SG G SN 9 @Sy Iasidy, teheze®i® y 2 i
is chockfull of interestingphotographsand Y F2 NXY I § A2y | 02dzi oNBSRAYy3I o0A
' special places that offer habitat for breeding. You can read the newsletters online at
https://ebird.org/atlasmddc/about/newslettersTo get on the mailing list for notifications when each
issue is published, send a request by email to the editatdcbba3@mdbirds.orgr call 202681-4733.

Want to donate to the Atlas? You can do thataibirds.org/donate You can also follow the Atlas on social media

facebook — 38A3 |
‘0! cuickhere ] Y e T ®

Instagram »8BA3
= @] CLICK HERE | w

New Process for MOS and Chapter Membership Renewal

LT 22dzQ0S 0SSy 21Ny BYH KRGSy eratly ak2dzZ R KI gS It NBFR& y2i
your membership in the Patuxent Bird Club and MOS. The MOS Board voted to approve a hew process whereby all dues :
remitted directly to MOS, rather than through tlebapters. The preferred method is to pay online through the MOS

website.

Please log in tgour accounti 2 32 RANBOGt & (2 GKS NBy Shaleforgottdn goSrpasiwsrd, & 2 dz
pleaS Of ARdAgot Baks@ordh f Ayl |G GKS o620G2Y 2F (GKS f23Ay LI IS |y
see the payment amount at the top of your account profile. You may update your profile at this time. At the bottom of the
page click Sgn Up' to take you to PayPal. Don't forget to clidkdy Nowy G2 FAY Il AT S @2dzNJ GNI yal
confirmation email when the transactiade completed.

Alternatively, log in via th&1OS websie, which will display your profile. To renew, cli@ubscription$ and on the right

side of the table clickRenew' or "Subscrib&, which will display the price at the top of your profile. Then follow the steps
above. If you wish to change your membetshi 6 F2 NJ SEI YLX ST &GLYRA QA Rz f thapteds &l 2d
pagel YR Of A01 2y GKS da S Yvolchdakdisltie danktidid piiggaftel yod ranevOié éitrib8ea ®

to our chapter orto an MOSproject or fund.

Renewing via the MOS website is the most efficient way to renew your membership and update your profile, such as your
addressand whether to receig The Maryland Yellowthroatia email notification. However, if you prefer to pay by check,
please make ipayable to MOSndsend your checkalong with the application form at the end of this newsletteto the

MOS Treasurer using tlaeldress on the form.

MOS Member Discounts TheCornellLab § of Omithology

As a benefit for members, MOS has arranged for a 20% discount on subsetiptibe online reference workBirds of the
World, and also for online bird courses offered by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Birds of the Worlds an upto-date online reference work that covers, well, all tepecies obirds of the world. It is the
authoritative source for informatioln subspecies anthxonomy life history,appearance, molts, vocalizations, breeding
and more.Birds of the Worlds only availale through paid subscriptits; the usual cost is $49/year. The MOS discount is
for 20%, reducing the annual cost to $39.28eehttps://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/home

I 2Ny St | yA @S NEfers &f@Set of iR colirgds, %N idehtification, behavior, photograptdy
more. The cost varies for each course, starting at &3¢k the catalogt https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/

For irformation on how to get the MOS discount, log into the MOS website with your member logon and password, then go
to https://mdbirds.org/join/memberinformation-restrided/birds-of-the-world/



https://ebird.org/atlasmddc/about/newsletters
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Anne Arundel Bird Club Challenge!

Chimney Swift populations are in steep decline. As part of Anne Arundel Bi
/ £ dzoQa O0ANR O2yaSNBIF A2y S TitddNiudd
nesting towers for thewifts in Anne Arundel County parksinder Farm Park
has beerchosen as the first site.

As indicated in the accompanying illustrative photo, the project will include ' &
interpretive panels to explain the function and desirability of the tower, along
with other information about these fascinating birds. The towers will be
constructed byAnne Arundel Bir€Club volunteers following detailed
instructionsfrom Chimney Swift Towersb S ¢ | F 0 AGF G F2NJ
Mysterious Birddy Paul D. Kyle & Georgean Z. Kyle.

TheAnne Arundel Bir€lub isasking fordonaionsto cover the cosbf the 3
building suppliesAn anonymous donohaspledged up to $500 to match new _
donations.Please sengiour checks made out to AABC to the Club Treasurer,
Pete Bungay, at7b0 Birdbrook Trail, Annapolis, MD 21401. Alternatively, yo
can make contributionthrough PayPal on the Club website,
www.aabirdclub.orgWhile you are on the website, please consider joining t
Club, which is opeto all bird lovers at all levels of experience.

2020 May CounResultsin Prince Georges County
By Fred Fallon, County Coordinator

CKAAd @SFNRa FyydzZt albé& /2dzyi 200dz2NNBER Rdz2NAYy3 GKS {(HéRaunft3d O2
was nearly cancelled altogether, but in the end MOS decided to hold it under restricted protocols. Observers were linged to

their birding to their immediate neighborhoods, foregoing motorized vehicles and birding only owitbat walking distance of

home. The usual practice of assigning people to cover specific afrtfas countywasabandoned since most of the larger, favorite

tracts lie at considerable distance from home for most birders. In addition, in order to maximize coverage armdgacounting,

MOS decided to alloyarticipantsto count birds on either Saturday, May 9, 2020 or Sunday, May 10, 2020 both days.

Observers were instructed to submit their data directly to MOS using an MOS eBird account, rather than to coulimatae

using the standard report form we all used in past years. Although a review of all eBird submissions in the county shoarsythat
people (upwards of 50) were out birding on the weekend of M3ped 18’ 2yt &8 SA IKG LIS 2 LihtBsubmiftedt NI v
their data to the MOS eBird account, and only those submissions are captured in the data presented below. Still, wefalreograte

this hardy band of birders and impressed with téal of 106 speciesecorded under the restricted conditits.

ReportsF 2 NJ t NAy OS DS2NHEHSQ& / 2 dzy blbwingBdiMBluai:dzo YAGGSR G2 ah{ o0& K¢

# of Species
Observer Area(s) Covered Date(s) Counted Reported
Dorothy Paugh Milltown Landing Natural Resources Management Area Saturday May 9 16
Ann Hobbs Merkle Natural Resources Management Area Sunday May 10 31
Mike Burke Kendal at Collington Neighborhood (near Glenarden) Saturday May 9 & 23
Sunday May 10

Marcia Watson Vicinity of home in Westview neighborhood of Bowie, includin|  Saturday May 9 & 65

Collington Branch Stream N&y Park & Old Stage Wetlands Sunday May 10
David Mozurkewich Vicinity of home in Lanham Sunday May 10 33
Elaine Hendricks | Greater Greenbelt Area including Greenbelt Community Gard|  Saturday May 9 & 55

Greenbelt Lake ( Buddy Attick Lake Park), NorthisialdsPark, Sunday May 10

Ora Glen Stormwater Pond

Continued next page
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Konterra Fields and Ponds, Laurel Lake/Granville Gude Park,
Dusen Rd Ponds near Old Gunpler Rd, Rocky Gorge Reservd
Supplee Park T. HowardDuckett Dam,

Sunday May 10

# of Species
Observer Area(s) Covered Date(s) Counted Reported
Ken Cohen Laurel area, including Laurel Lake/Granville Gude Park, Victo| Saturday Ma 9 & 40
Falls Neighbdhood, Patuxent Research Refu§euth Tract Sunday May 10
(National Wildlife Visitor Center)
Derrick Richardson| Vicinity of home in West Laurel; also Fairland Regional Park, Saturday May 9 & 75

Atotal of 106 speciesvere found during the weekendhe table below shows the total number of individuals of each species, the
number of eBird checklists on which each species appeared, and the numiiesesf’ers who reported each species. In the event
that more than one eBird checklist was submitted for the same location on the same day, only the maximum count across all the
checklists for the location on that day is includétbte tha, because of the differences in the protocols and reporting this year, the
results and totals are not presented in the customary tabulation by area. The table below includes counts from both liays of t
weekend; since most of the observers who countedboth days covered different areas on the two days, there is little chance of
over-counting in terms of the number of individuals of each species. Because of the drastic difference in the protocols aimgreport

this year, unfortunately it is not possible tompare with data from previous years.

# of # of eBird # of
Species Individuals | Checklists| Observers
Canada Goose 114 17 7
Wood Duck 4 2 2
Mallard 33 9 5
Rpck Pigeon (Feral 3 1 1
Pigeon)
Mourning Dove 57 22 8
Common Nighthawk 1 1 1
Chimney Swift 52 8 4
Rubythroated
Hummingbird 2 2 2
Least Sandpiper 1 1 1
Spotted Sandpiper 4 2 1
Solitary Sandpiper 16 4 2
Lesser Yellowlegs 8 2 1
Laughing Gull 2 1 1
Ringbilled Gull 5 3 1
Doublecrested 5 4 4
Cormorant
Great Blue Heron 7 6 4
Green Heron 3 3 2
Blackcrowned Night 1 1 1
Heron
Black Vulture 29 11 6
Turkey Vulture 49 18 6
Osprey 13 9 7
Sharpshinned Hawk 1 1 1
Cooper's Hawk 4 2 2
Bald Eagle 9 6 5
Redshouldered Hawk 13 9 3
Redtailed Hawk 6 4 2
Barred Owl 2 1 1
Belted Kingfisher 2 2 1
Redbellied
Woodpecker 35 18 !
Downy Woodpecker 21 10 5
Hairy Woodpecker 8 5 2
Pileated Woodpecker 5 4 3
Northern Flicker 7 5 3

Continued next page

# of # of eBird # of
Species Individuals | Checklists| Observers
American Kestrel 2 2 1
Eastern WoodPewee 2 2 2
Acadian Flycatcher 1 1 1
Least Fycatcher 2 1 1
Eastern Phoebe 8 6 3
Great Crested
Flycatcher 14 9 5
Eastern Kingbird 8 5 4
White-eyed Vireo 6 4 3
Blueheaded Vireo 1 1 1
Warbling Vireo 1 1 1
Redeyed Vireo 22 8 5
Blue Jay 43 17 6
American Crow 23 10 4
Fish Crow 16 9 3
Common Raven 2 2 2
Carolina Chickadee 23 9 4
Tufted Titmouse 28 15 6
Northern Rougtwinged 7 4 5
Swallow
Purple Martin 11 3 1
Tree Swallow 35 11 5
Bank Swallow 1 1 1
Barn Swallow 45 10 4
Cliff Swallow 3 1 1
Rubycrowned Kinglet 4 2 1
White-breasted
Nuthatch 12 8 4
Bluegray Gnatcatcher 32 11 5
House Wren 14 9 3
Carolina Wren 64 21 6
European Starling 119 20 8
Gray Catbird 34 16 7
Brown Thrasher 3 3 3
Northern Mockingbird 25 15 7
Eastern Bluebird 13 7 7
Veery 2 1 1
Swainson's Thrush 3 3 3
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# of # of eBird # of # of # of eBird # of
Species Individuals | Checklists| Observers Species Individuals | Checklists| Observers
Wood Thrush 10 5 3 Common Yellowthroat 15 8 4
American Robin 103 23 6 Hooded Warbler 1 1 1
Cedar Waxwing 21 3 3 American Redstart 2 2 1
House Sparrow 78 13 5 Cape May Warbler 3 2 2
House Finch 42 13 6 Northern Parula 8 5 4
American Goldfinch 66 20 7 Magnolia Warbler 1 1 1
Chipping Sparrow 19 10 5 Blackburnian Warbler 1 1 1
White-throated Sparrow 4 4 2 Yellow Warbler 3 3 2
Song Sparrow 12 7 3 Chestnutsided Warbler 2 2 1
Easern Towhee 10 6 4 Blackthroated Blue 1 1 1
Yellowbreasted Chat 1 1 1 Warbler
Eastern Meadowlark 1 1 1 Pine Warbler 3 2 2
Orchard Oriole 5 4 2 Yellowrumped Warbler 27 8 4
Baltimore Oriole 14 11 3 Prairie Warbler 1 1 1
Redwinged Blackbird 141 18 7 Canada Warbler 1 1 1
Brownheaded Cowbird 22 11 6 Scarlet Tanager 9 7 3
Common Grackle 147 21 6 Northern Cardinal 116 24 8
Ovenbird 7 4 4 Rosebreasted Grosbeal 1 1 1
Blackandwhite 1 1 1 Blue Grosbeak 1 1 1
Warbler Indigo Bunting 14 6 3

Notably, te list for the weekendncludes Common Raven; two individual birds were reported, one by Dave Mozurkewich in Lanham
and one by Elaine Hendricks in Greenbelt. Common Ravensavggsat rarityin our area 15 to 20 years ago, but their range has

been expanding eastward and they now occur even on the Eastern Shore. A pair has been nesting at the T. Howard Duckett Dam
the Rocky Gorge Reservoir for several years now.

Given the restrictions in place for the 2020 May Count, the total of 106 spisaestainly respectable, but who knows what might
have been if we were able to cover more of the county as in past years. Hopefully we will be able to return to a norroal pegto
year. Save the date: Saturday, May 8, 2021.

My Marathon Big Day
ByTom Beal

On May 5, 2020, | completed a Marathon Big Day; it was acéton footprint/coronavirus Big Day, all on foot. | walked three
loopst 14, 9.5, and 3 miles long, for a total of 26.5 miles. My home in Glenn Dale was the starting point, adlitlalsz hour
feeder watch at home. (No hummingbirds all day!)

| started the first loop at 0500 at the Guinevere Place entrance to the WB&A Trail and walked east to the WB&A extergsion alon
Horsepen Branch. Then | walked through Fran Uhler Natural Aveéhe@mon Bridge Road, down to Old Town Bowie, through the
FokFyYyR2YSR LI N] 2y %dzA w2l R o60¢ly3IftSg22R tFNJOX FyR (KSyYy GKN
hours.

Then starting at 1400, | walked the second loop, taking the WB&Awest to the Folly Branch Trail. | walked through the Glenn
Dale Hospital grounds, down Bell Station Road, and through the Fairwood development to the railroad tracks. | walkedngprth al
GKS NIAfNRBFR aLJzNJ 6 KNRdzAK $SagOi2ayS2FyR2BKSyp OKPH &RHAI (&

My last loop was through another part of the Fairwood development ending at the power lines, hoping for MighihraWlips, but
had no luckl saw only one new bird for that loop, Hooded Merganser.

LOCSER fR2NI om &@SEFENBR Ay DfSyy 5FfS Ay (GKS /1 YSt20 ySAIKO2NK?2:
reached on foot from my home using the WB&A Trail and other footpaths.

| have done Big Days for many years. Normally | drive hundfeddes for these, covering \\A MD-> DE. One year | did a Big Day
from Kennesaw Mountain in Georgia to Saint Simons Island, also in Georgia. My record for species is one fantastic $&ar with 1
species. This year, to have a much smaller carbon fodtprid because of prudent travel restrictions, | did my Big Day on foot.

Pagell
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Marathon Big Day, continued

ag@ G20Frft F2NJ GKS RIFe& gl a gt aLISOASaz AT &2dz AyOf dzRIG7 [ SaasSN
different warblers and 6 woodpeckers (no Reshded at the wetland on the WB&A extension, sadly!)

| SNBEQa Y& allSOoOASa frad F2Nl yve al NIGKz2y . A3 51 @

Canada Goose

Wood Duck

Mallard

Hooded Merganser
Piedbilled Grebe

Rock Pigeon

Mourning Dove
Yellowhilled Cuckoo
Chimney Swift

Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater/Lesser Yellowlegs
Doublecrested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron

Black Vulture

Turkey Vulture

Osprey

Cooper's Hawk
Redshouldered Hawk
Redtailed Hawk

Barred Owl

Belted Kingfisher
Yellowbellied Sapsucker
Redbellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel
Eastern WoodPewee
Acalian Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Easern Kingbird
White-eyed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Redeyed Vireo

Blue Jay

American Crow
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Northern Roughwinged Swallow
Purple Martin

Tree Swatiw

Barn Swallow
Rubycrowned Kinglet
White-breasted Nuthatch
Gnatcatchers
Bluegray Gnatcatcher
House Wren

Carolina Wren
European Starling
Gray Catbird

Brown Thasher
Northern Mockingbird
Eastern Bluebird
Veery

Swainson's Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Cedar Waxwing
House Sparrow
House Finch

American Goldfinch
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Eastern Towhee
Yellowbreasted Chat
Orchard Oriole
Baltimae Oriole
Redwinged Blackbird
Brownheaded Cowbird
Common Grackle
Ovenbird

Worm-eating Warbler
Louisiana Waterthrush
Blackand-white Warbler
Prothonotary Warbler
Kentucky Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnutsided Warbler
Blackthroated Blue Warbler
Palm Warbler

Pine Warbler
Yellowrumped Warbler
Blackthroated Green Warbler
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal

Blue Grosbeak

Indigo Bunting

w
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28, 2020, and are taken from the BBA3 APastal on eBird{ttps://ebird.org/atlasmddc/county/USVID-033).
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157 Atlasers have submitted@2 Yo A Yy SR
There are 53 Atlas blocks in theunty, and 100% of them have had at least some coverage.
A total of 137 species have been reported, although some of these congistimbbservations, with no breeding code.
A total of 96 species 70% of the total of 137 specieshave beerconfirmed a breeding

G241t 27
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On the next pagare details on coverage and results for eatlasblock in the countyThe last four columns indicate numbers of
Possible, Probable, and Confirmed breeding spetielow highlighting shows blocks that need more coveragsed on hours of

counting and/or number of confirmed breeding species
Continued next page
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Breeding Bird Atlas Update, continued

Day | Nght | #d Species Day | Nght | #d Species
Block Hrs Hrs Obs | POS| PRO| CON Tot Block Hrs Hrs Obs | POS| PRO| CON Tot
Alexandria | 10.68| 0.00 26 28 10 6 44 Laurel SE | 277.1| 0.43 57 19 37 32 88
SE . Laurel SW | 44.99| 1.57 39 14 29 27 70
Anacostia | 1.42 0.00 18 12 8 2 22 Lower 2288 0.00 33 14 32 8 54
CE . Marlboro
Anacostia | 3.18 0.00 3 27 9 1 37 cwW
) - Lower 126.9| 0.00 | 60 | 23 | 32 | 22 | 77
Anacostia | 3.38 0.00 28 10 3 2 15 Marlboro
NE NW
Anacostia | 4,28 | 0.00 24 12 7 3 22 Lower 30.94| 0.00 37 18 8 3 29
SE . Marlboro
Anacostia | 3.95 0.00 2 29 16 2 47 SW
= Mount 218.2| 1.90 | 77 | 26 | 17 | 46 | 89
Beltsville 72.78| 5.00 20 31 25 27 83 Verna CE
CE _ Mount 67.25| 0.00 60 21 23 19 63
Beltsville 91.55| 0.00 48 20 7 27 54 Vernon NE
NE ' Mount 12.63| 0.00 16 37 10 8 55
Beltsville 393.8| 0.08 79 6 17 53 76 Vernon SE
SE i Piscataway| 0.73 0.00 3 23 5 0 28
Beltsille 23.25| 0.00 27 16 19 12 47 CE
SW__ Piscataway| 2.58 | 0.00 20 26 7 3 36
Benedict 0.50 0.00 4 5 1 0 6 CW
cw i Piscataway| 8.77 0.00 23 31 6 6 43
Benedict 16.54| 0.33 13 24 26 11 61 NE
NW_ Piscataway| 5.93 | 0.00 | 14 24 12 13 49
Bowie CW | 39.59| 0.00 50 39 6 5 50 NW
Bowie NW | 1.73 0.00 11 8 4 0 12 Upper 21.18| 0.00 41 27 25 11 63
Bowie SW | 7.92 0.00 6 22 7 12 41 Marlboro
Brandywind 4.12 | 0.00 | 7 18 | 16 | 19 53 CE
CE Upper 1.08 0.00 3 18 4 6 28
Brandywin | 0.27 | 0.00 | 4 12 2 3 17 Marlboro
oW CcwW
Brandywind 23.03| 000 | 17 | 15 | 28 | 15 | 58 Upper 3551 000 | 10 | 25 | 11 | 16 | 52
NE Marlboro
Brandywind 7.84 | 0.00 | 9 9 27 | 31 67 NE
NW yw Upper 114.5| 0.00 39 12 13 36 61
Brandywing 2.73 0.00 5 26 7 3 36 Marlboro
3 NW
Bristol CW | 13.94| 2.67 43 33 20 9 62 kjﬂgﬁlircaro 11.02| 0.00 16 16 29 22 67
Bristol N\W | 67.59| 1.13 44 24 40 24 88 SE
Bristol SW | 282.3| 12.72| 85 15 32 45 92 Upper 470 | 000 | 10 15 22 13 50
Lanham CH 0.92 0.00 23 1 5 0 6 Marlboro
Lanham 16.40| 0.17 30 6 4 12 22 SW
Cw Washingtor] 33.85| 0.00 37 16 33 13 62
Lanham NE 331.6| 6.26 48 5 23 25 53 East CE
Lanham 14.22| 0.00 | 14 24 15 21 60 Washingtor] 253.9| 4.32 | 86 14 17 41 72
NW East NE
Lanham S 4.25 | 0.00 | 11 23 11 0 34 Washingtor] 92.00| 1.57 | 31 16 25 21 62
Lanham | 11.85| 0.00 | 4 | 25 | 20 | 7 52 East NW
SW Washingtor| 6.45 0.00 12 17 18 2 37
LaurelCW | 66.80| 505 | 74 | 12 | 27 | 26 65 ERERCE
LaureNW 29.07| 0.65 31 19 10 33 62

Quite a few of these underovered blocks have n@ S Sy alF R2LJISRé o6& | &aLISOATFAO ! Gfl aSNJ
To see which bloclkare unadopted, go to thétlaser Block Toan the eBird website for the Atlago adopt an Atlas block, write to
County Atlas Coordinators Ross Geredien and Dave Mozurkewicimetgeorges@mdbirds.org

See Atlas Training, Tip& Links at

https://ebird.org/atlasmddc/about/tips -links
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May through August 202

See a selection of photos on the next page.

TwoTrumpeter Swansvere at Governor Bridge Natural Area on June 13th, reported by Joe Hanfmday bdudjh Vandervoort.
These may have been tsamepair that has been hanging out all year, primarily at PatixNorth Tract, but with someovement
Ay 020K tNAyOS DS2NHSQ& YR !'yyS ! NdzyRSt [/ 2dzy(iASa

AHorned Grebewas at Beltsville Agricultural Research Center on l\)fhyeported by Michel Cavigelli. This is an exceptional bird
for an inland location.

Blackbilled Cuckoosascarcebird outside of the Piedmont, were unusually prevalent in our countygpitng Sightings included
oneor two at Lake Artemesia on Mzs@y1 and 7" (Matt CohenKevin Bennett)pne on the WB& Trail at Horsepen Branch on May
3" and again on May 8th (Marisa Rositot leastone cuckoo continuedat Lake Artemesiap through Mayl5" (multiple
observers). Another cuckoo was at a private farm near Upper Marlboro on M%\@SEE] Rauch).

A smatteringof Common Gallinulsoccurred inlate Apriland early May. One was at Patuxent Research Ref@gntral Tract, first
reported by Evan Buck on April‘@énd relocated on May®1 Erik Raun found another on Maﬁ}d&t the wetlands visible behind
Ikea in College Park. Andtyanotherwas found also on May % at Beltsville Agricultural Research Center by Marisa Rositol

A Mississippi Kitewas reported by Todd Hitchcock at Patuxent River Pdtkg Bay Natural Area on Jurf® AnotherMississippi
Kite was seen by Michel Cavigelli at Beltevi\gricultural Research Center on Jund.13

Matt Felperin reported a group of threeeast Ternsit Patuxent River PakJackson Landing on Juff; ¢ichel Cavigelli saw one
Least Terrat the same location on July 12

Art Drauglis saw aAmericanBittern at Patuxent Research Refug&outh Tract on May 34 Jeff Shenot found a group of three
Snowy Egret®n May &in the Billingsley Marshn the PatuxetRivernorth of Mount Calvert.

A fewAlder Flycatchershowed up during spring migration: May'2at BeltsvilleAgricultural Research Center (John Rigeneron)
and at Patuxent Research Refug€entral Tract (Evan Buckjay 24" at Magruder Park in Hyattsville (Stephanie Dalke); Mé'i/aﬁs
Patuxent Research Refug&entral Tract (Evan Buck); Ma)}hm Piscataway Park Boardwalk (Marisa Rositol).

A Goldenwinged Warblerwas a great find at Lake Artemesia on Mé§y14th (Amaury Bouyon, Kevin Bennett, Marisa Rositol, et al.).
ANashville Warblemwas seen and heard at Magruder Park in Hyattsville on Mﬁ)(&t’mhanie Dalke)A Tennessee Warblewas at
Lake Artemesia on May §4Kevin Bennett), and another was at Patuxent Research RefGgetral Tract (Evan Buck) on Maf)’25
Evan Buck also foundvdourning Warblerat Central Tract on May pis

Marisa Rositbfound aDickcisseht Oxon Hill Farm on May B4Jane and Fred Fallon found a grouatkcisselat Patuxent River
Park¢ Aquasco Farm on Jun&‘,?durhg breeding seasormhe birds remained through the end of June and were seen by many other
observers. They were confirmed be breeding when Jeff Shenot saw an adult carrying food on Jﬂhe‘\]ﬁngld)ickcisseWas at
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center on July 2nd (Michel Cavigelli); and another was at a residential neighborhootbadjacen
Patuxent Research Refug&€entral Tract on July £4Christina Yuan).

On the front side of migration on assorted dates in MBgbolinkswere widespread in the county, appeariag Beltsville
Agricultural Research Cent@gnultiple observers)Bladensburg Waterfront Park arle adjoiningAnacostia River Trail (multiple
observers)Lake Artemesia (Kevin Bennett, Marisa Rositol); Merkle NRMA (JacolPHf@ikent River near Mount Calvert (Jeff
Shenot);Piscataway Park Boardwalk (Bill Townsend);apdvate homen Windsor Manoin south countyKyra Harvey). More
recently, on the fall side of migration in AuguBgbolinkshave been spotte@ff Good Luck Road on August 22 (Hans Holbr@bk);
Patuxent Research Refugé&outh Tract on August 27th (Christina Yuah}he Patuxent River near Mount Calvem August 2%
(Jeff Shenot)at Patuxent River Park Cedarhaveron August 2% (Marisa Rosill); andat Governor Bridge Natural Area omidust
28" (Jeff Shenot)in between, there was a tantalizing report@fmall flock oBobolinksat Aquascd-armon June 28tH{D.
Gildersleevg a date that could indicate breedijthere.

Selected photos, next page
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Notable Birds, continued
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Trumpeter Swas photo by Joe Hanfman  Blackbilled Cuckoo, photo by Marisa Common Gallinule, photo by Marisa
Governor Bridge Natural Area, Jung 12 Rositol, Lake Artemesia, May 15, 2020 Rositol, lkea Wetlands, May 2, 2020;
2020;Macaulay Library ML24296785 Macaulay Library ML234953941 Macaulay Library ML229841681
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Least Tern, phat by Matt Felperin, Snowy Egrets, photo by Jeff Shenot, Golderwinged Warbler, photo by Marisa
Patuxent River ParkJackson Landing, Patuxent River PakkMount Calvert, May  Rositol, Lake Artemesia, May 14, 2020
July 9, 2020; Macaulay Library ML2485953! 3, 2020;Macaulay Library ML23030140: Macaulay Library ML234534231
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Tennessee Warbler, photo by Evan Buc Dickcisselphoto by Jim StasPatuxent  Bobolinks, photo by Cory Kampf, Anacos

Patuxent Research Refuge, May 25, 20: River Farng AquascdPark, June 13, 202C River TrailMay 5, 2020Macaulay Library
Macaulay Library ML238683461 Macaulay Library ML246198861 ML231007381

/ Your Submissions Invited \

Do you have an idea for an article you would like to see published in a future isNesvsffrom theQ | 2 SdRdk
a note with your suggestion or, better yet, a draft article to the editor, Marcia Watsamahwren5@comcast.net
Concernedi K (i & 2 dzZQNB yN® orriesc Matcia Rill mpily bief Wi your articleDeadine for
submission of completed articles is the"™6f evernumbered months (August, October, Decembebifary,

and April).If your article is just a rough idea, please allow more time to develop the text and to seek illustrati

Kappropriate. /
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