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Tuesday, January 8, 7:30 pm, doors open at 7 pm 
 
Calvert County Owls:  Restoring the Barn Owl and the Status of Other Owls 
Presented by Andy Brown 
 
Andy Brown, a Naturalist with Calvert County’s Natural Resources 
Division, will discuss his on-going efforts to restore Barn Owls in 
Calvert County, from which they had nearly, if not entirely, 
disappeared. He will also touch on the status of other owls, including 
Saw-whet, in the county.  The Calvert County Division of Natural 
Resources and the Department of Parks and Recreation conduct a 
number of ongoing bird research projects.  For more information, see 
https://www.calvertparks.org/Bird-Research. 
 
About the presenter: Andy Brown has been a Naturalist with Calvert County for 32 years. He 
received his degree in Wildlife Biology from Frostburg State University.  Andy conducts research 
projects on Barn Owls, Saw-whet Owls, American Kestrels, and Eastern Bluebirds, and this winter 
is beginning a partnership with the Eastern Motus Wildlife Tracking Collaborative 
(https://motus.org/). He has held a bird banding license since the age of 16.  Andy grew up in 
Forestville, MD, where he cut his birding teeth with Prince George’s Audubon Society, and has fond 
memories of participating in many of the regional counts in his teenaged years.  Andy’s interests 
include all forms of wildlife (particularly birds and sea turtles), 
hiking, and kayaking. Andy began leading nature tours for 
groups in the early 1990s, and he founded Caretta Nature Tours 
in 2010. 
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Upcoming Meetings and Speaker Programs 
 

Monthly meetings are held in the    
College Park Airport Operations Building, 2nd Floor 

1909 Corporal Frank Scott Drive 
College Park, MD  20740 

Free and open to the public  
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Tuesday, February 12, 7:30 pm, doors open at 7 pm 
 

What Marsh Wrens Can Tell us About Evolution: Lessons from Color, Sound and Genes 
Presented by Dr. Sarah Luttrell 

 

It’s easy to imagine new species forming in isolated places like remote islands, but 
what about right in your own backyard? The fact is, the basic processes are 
happening in every generation in every species, but they are typically slow and 
subtle. Dr. Luttrell’s work aims to better understand how evolution works by 
studying subspecies of the Marsh Wren (Cistothorus pallustris). Bird subspecies, 
distribution, and natural history have been well defined by hobbyists and 
professionals alike, making them an ideal group for understanding evolution. She 
will talk about how comparing multiple traits including plumage color, size and 
shape, vocal behavior, and genetics in Marsh Wrens has revealed an exciting 
pattern of evolution in this widely distributed coastal marsh bird. 
 

About the presenter: Sarah Luttrell is originally from central Ohio, where she 
grew up enjoying nature and the outdoors and became interested in birds in high school. In college she was 
lucky enough to be mentored by an excellent ornithologist who helped her hone her interest in birds into 
an ability to ask scientific questions about patterns in nature. Sarah completed her doctorate at University 
of Maryland Baltimore County in August 2018, studying the patterns of evolution in a widely dispersed 
species, the Marsh Wren. Studying Marsh Wrens took her to marshes all over the eastern U.S., where she 
gained a deep appreciation of the animals that survive in tidal marshes and the stories they may be able to 
tell us about evolution in this unique ecosystem. She recently started a new position with the Feather ID 
Lab at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History and is excited to be able to spend more time 
birding and exploring outdoor areas in her adopted home in the Mid-Atlantic. 
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As always, all field trips are co-sponsored with Prince George’s Audubon Society. 
 

Thursday, January 3, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot, at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Saturday, January 5, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at the east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie 
State University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton (kiwisuits@msn.com). 
 
Saturday, January 12, 8 am - Bladensburg Waterfront Park and Anacostia River Trail   

The park and trail offer excellent habitat for wintering birds, including 
gulls, sparrows, and other passerines. The newly opened Anacostia River 
Trail extends south from Bladensburg Waterfront Park, passing an old 
landfill site that has now been restored as a grassland, with an adjacent 
restored freshwater marsh. This is the site that hosted a Harris’s Sparrow 
last winter. Meet at 8 am at Bladensburg Waterfront Park, 4601 Annapolis 
Road (Route 450) in Bladensburg.  For more information about the site, see 
https://www.mdbirdingguide.com/Bladensburg_Waterfront_Park.  Drive 
in through the gate and go all the way to the farthest parking area, near the 

office building and kayak launch site. For more information, contact the leader, Ross Geredien, at 
goodmigrations@yahoo.com. Photo of Bladensburg Waterfront Park by Marcia Watson. 
 
Thursday, January 17, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot, at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Saturday, January 19, 7:30 am - Governor Bridge Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at the Natural Area parking lot on the south side of Governor Bridge Rd., 1 mile east of 
Route 301. No reservations needed. For more information contact Bill Sefton at kiwisuits@msn.com. 
 
Saturday, February 2, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area  
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie State 
University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton 
(kiwisuits@msn.com) for more information. 
 
Thursday, February 7, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area  
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at 
intersection of Berwyn Rd. and Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No 
reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information.  Photo of Hooded Mergansers 
at Lake Artemesia by Marcia Watson. 

 
Saturday, February 16, 7:30 am - Governor Bridge Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at the Natural Area parking lot on the south side of Governor Bridge Rd., 1 mile east of 
Route 301. No reservations needed. For more information contact Bill Sefton at kiwisuits@msn.com. 
 

Upcoming Field Trips & Bird Walks 
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Upcoming Field Trips, continued 
 
Thursday, February 21, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Friday, February 22 through Sunday, February 24 - Weekend Trip to Ocean City   

This trip, an annual tradition, offers the opportunity to see a variety of 
birds – land and sea – not found in spring and summer, and takes 
advantage of off-season rates and reduction in crowds and traffic. Target 
birds include alcids; sea ducks including Long-tailed, Harlequin, eiders, & 
scoters; gulls; Northern Gannet; Great Cormorant; grebes; both Red-
throated and Common Loons; and winter songbirds. Pack your woolies 
and join us.  RSVP required.  Contact field trip leaders Marcia Watson and 
Gene Scarpulla at marshwren50@comcast.net for itinerary, hotel 
information, and trip reservations. Photo of Ocean City field trip in 2017 by 

Marcia Watson. 

 
Saturday, March 2, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie State 
University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton (kiwisuits@msn.com) for more information. 
 
Thursday, March 7, 3 pm- Lake Artemesia Natural Area  
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Maryland Environmental Service, in partnership with the Port of Baltimore, is once again offering free 
boat & bus birding tours of Poplar Island, in the Chesapeake Bay off Tilghman Island on the Eastern Shore. 
This year, it is not possible for bird clubs or other groups to reserve seats, so our club will not be offering a 
group trip.  If you wish to go, you must make your own reservations.  
 
Poplar Island is actually a group of islands where wildlife habitat is 
being created through the placement of material dredged from 
Baltimore Harbor and the Chesapeake Bay shipping channels.  Poplar 
Island contains extensive marshes and mudflats, providing habitat for 
herons and egrets, shorebirds, raptors, waterfowl, gulls and terns, and 
numerous songbirds, including marshland sparrows. 
 
MES will host birding tours of Poplar Island on the following dates in 
2019:  

Friday, April 12     Wednesday, August 21   
Wednesday, June 19     Friday, September 6  
Friday, July 5      Friday, September 20  
Monday, August 5     Friday, October 4  

 
Continued next page 

Poplar Island Field Trips 

Photo of Poplar Island 
by Marcia Watson 
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 MES will start taking reservations on Monday January 7, 2019. Make reservations promptly as seats 
fill up quickly. 

 To make a reservation, contact the MES tour coordinator directly by calling 410-770-6503 or 
poplartours@menv.com.  

 As space is limited and in order to avoid issues with participants who reserve spots but do not attend, 
each person is allowed to reserve a maximum of 2 spots and must supply a name, email, and/or 
phone number for both people.  

 You will receive a confirmation from MES with directions and instructions.  If seats are full, you can opt 
to be placed on a waiting list. 

 Participants will be asked to sign in before boarding the boat.  
 Please notify the tour coordinator of any cancellations as soon as you can. This will allow time to 

offer the spot to another birder.  
 MES asks that you plan to attend only a few of the birding tours per year, so that others can share 

in the experience.  
 Please note that Poplar Island is an active construction site, and your safety is the first priority. Be 

aware that due to the increased activity associated with ongoing construction, there may be public 
access restrictions in place for some areas of the site.  

 
For more information about Poplar Island, see 
http://www.poplarislandrestoration.com/. 

 
 

Update:  as of this writing (1/4/19), the MES phone lines are down and so it 
may not be possible to take reservations by phone. Use email to 
poplartours@menv.com. 

 
 

 
 

Make Your Birding Count: 
 
 

 

Point Lookout State Park 
November 10, 2018 

 
Fifteen people came out for a bird-filled field trip at Point Lookout State Park on Saturday, November 10, 
2018. The day was sunny but unseasonably cold, with morning temperatures in the low 30s and winds 
gusting to 40 mph. Despite the weather, there were a lot of birds around, and by the end of our trip, the 
combined list for our group totaled 66 species.  
 
A highlight was a Red-necked Grebe, very early in the season for our area (see photo below). This bird was 
originally found by Patty Craig on 10/31, and was still lingering at the Point. Tom Moore located the bird 
for our group, and we enjoyed good looks at the bird in the crashing waves near the rocky shore.  
 
We had a scoter trifecta, with Black, Surf, and White-winged all present in the offshore waters: hundreds of 
Black Scoters, handfuls of Surf Scoters, and a single White-winged, spotted by Ken Cohen. A couple of 
Common Loons were seen as well. 

It was a five-gull day, with Great Black-backed, Herring, Ring-billed, Bonaparte’s, and Laughing. A couple of 
Royal Terns and a surprisingly high number (about 40) of Forster’s Terns were bonuses.  A few Brown 
Pelicans and Northern Gannets were also cruising around offshore. 

Field Trip Reports 
 

Photo of Poplar Island Field Trip by Marcia Watson 
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Field Trip Reports, continued 

We were hoping for a good raptor day, since November can bring big flights of migrating buteos, and we 
did see some raptors, but not a sustained migration. There were singles of Northern Harrier, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk, American Kestrel, and a few each of Red-shouldered and Red-tailed. Bald 
Eagles were almost always in sight, and Joy Saari captured a great photo of a pair doing their breeding 
display sky dance (see photos). Also Joy got an amusing photo of the eagle pair with a free-flying fish that 
apparently escaped their grip.  

   

Bald Eagle Pair in Sky Dance  
by Joy Saari 

Bald Eagle Pair with the fish that got 
away (arrow points to fish)  

by Joy Saari   

Red-necked Grebe  
by Dave Mozurkewich 

   

Male Purple Finch  
by Rich Galloway 

Female Purple Finch  
by Rich Galloway 

Red-breasted Nuthatch by Rich 
Galloway 

   
Red-shouldered Hawk  Marsh at Point Lookout  Greater Yellowlegs  
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by Joy Saari by Marcia Watson by Rich Galloway 

Field Trip Reports, continued 

Also notable at Point Lookout was a berry-covered tree full of American Robins and Purple Finches - at 
least a dozen finches in that single tree! We heard, but did not see, a Pine Siskin, and also heard several 
Brown-headed Nuthatches and Red-breasted Nuthatches, including one photographed by Rich Galloway. 
There were good looks at a couple of Brown Creepers. 

There was a lot to look at and our group had a very enjoyable time despite the frosty weather.  

Footnote: You may know that Point Lookout SP was the site of Fort Lincoln, a Civil War fort that served as a 
prisoner-of-war camp for Confederate soldiers captured by the Union Army. At our final stop, at the Nature 
Center, we met a woman visiting from South Carolina whose great-grandfather was a prisoner of war and 
died at the Fort. She came to find his name on the nearby Confederate Monument and to pay her respects. 

 

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge 
November 24, 2018 

 
Ken Cohen led a field trip to Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, 
continuing a tradition started by the late Barbara Ricciardi.  The trip also included a stop at the waterfront 
in Cambridge on the way to Blackwater.  The Blackwater visit was timed to see Snow Geese and other 
winter arrivals. Unfortunately, one of the winter arrivals was a prediction of freezing rain.  The rain did 
materialize, but the freezing did not, so a good time was had by all and the group acquired an impressive 
list of species.  About 3,000 of the hoped-for Snow Geese were present, along with a good variety of other 
waterfowl, but the star of the show was undoubtedly the immature Golden Eagle seen flying from Egypt 
Road.  The complete species list: 

                         
Tundra Swan  
Snow Goose  
Canada Goose  
Green-winged Teal  
Gadwall 
American Black Duck  
Mallard               
Northern Pintail  
Northern Shoveler  
American Wigeon  
Canvasback                  
Greater Scaup  
Long-tailed Duck  
Surf Scoter  
Common Goldeneye  
Bufflehead                  
Common Merganser  
Ruddy Duck  

Great Blue Heron  
Common Loon  
American White Pelican  
Double-crested Cormorant  
Black Vulture  
Turkey Vulture  
Bald Eagle  
Northern Harrier  
Golden Eagle             
American Coot  
Dunlin                          
Ring-billed Gull  
Herring Gull  
Great Black-backed Gull 
Mourning Dove  
Belted Kingfisher  
Brown-headed Nuthatch  
Carolina Chickadee 

Golden-crowned Kinglet  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  
Blue Jay 
Eastern Bluebird  
Hermit Thrush  
Northern Mockingbird  
European Starling  
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow  
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow  
White-crowned Sparrow  
Red-winged Blackbird  
Eastern Meadowlark  
Brown-headed Cowbird  
American Goldfinch  
House Sparrow  
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Oxon Cove Park & Oxon Hill Farm May Be Replaced with Football Stadium 
 

Governor Larry Hogan is proposing a deal whereby Oxon 
Cove Park and Oxon Hill Farm would be developed into a 
new football stadium for the Washington Redskins 
professional football team. Oxon Cove Park is located in 
southwestern Prince George’s County on the Potomac 
River, just inside the DC Beltway (see map).  
 
About the Park 
The Park is currently owned and managed by the National 
Park Service (NPS).  It consists 
of 512 acres and has been 

under NPS management since 1959.  Oxon Hill Farm, a historic 
farmstead, is located within the park, and now serves as a working 
farm and educational exhibit.  Oxon Cove Park is located in a densely 
developed area and specializes in providing nature and outdoor 
education for young people and families, as well as providing open 
space for recreation.  The park’s calendar documents a full set of 
year-round activities for young people and families 
(https://www.nps.gov/oxhi/planyourvisit/calendar.htm). Among 
other programs, the Park offers a Junior Ranger Program. 
 
Birds and Habitat at Oxon Cove 
Fred and Jane Fallon authored the entry for Oxon Cove Park on MOS’s Maryland-DC Birding Guide 
website.  The Guide says, in part:  “The topography of the park consists of two general zones: an 
area of broad Potomac River floodplain and a high upward terrace. The upland terrace is cut and 
divided by several small intermittent drainages that descend to the floodplain. The floodplain is 
crossed by Oxon Run, a stream that broadens into a shallow estuary of Oxon Cove before joining 
the Potomac River.   At low tide, mudflats are exposed along the shore of Oxon Cove and along 
Oxon Run.” 

 

 
“Oxon Cove Park offers two trails that allow 
visitors to walk at their own pace to explore 
some of the natural features of the park. These 
trails are the 0.3 mile Woodlot Trail and the 
Hiker-Biker Trail, which is 1.6 miles, descending 
down a gentle slope from the Oxon Farm area 
and making a wide curve to eventually follow the 
Oxon Cove shoreline.  The Hiker-Biker Trail 
passes through beautiful broad grassy fields.” 

   

        Conservation Alert and Call to Action 
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“Over 185 species have been reported on eBird from Oxon Cove Park/Oxon Hill Farm. The waters 
of Oxon Cove and the Potomac River are good for waterfowl and gulls in winter and for terns in 
summer.  There are breeding Bald Eagles and Ospreys. At the farm field, there may be breeding 
Eastern Meadowlarks and Grasshopper Sparrows; Bobolinks in migration; and winter sparrows 
(Savannah, Vesper, White-crowned, American Tree).  Up-slope from Oxon Run is a former landfill 
which may harbor Lincoln’s Sparrows in migration. Oxon Cove is a good spot for migrating 
shorebirds. The hedgerows are good for spring migrant warblers, and the woodland is a good 
place to find migrant thrushes as well as breeding Wood Thrush and winter-resident Hermit 
Thrushes.  The farm area attracts swallows in the warm months.”   
 
For the full description of birding at Oxon Cove Park and Oxon Hill Farm, see 
https://www.mdbirdingguide.com/Oxon_Cove_Park_Oxon%20Hill%20Farm. 

 

  

  

  

Satellite Image of Oxon Cove Park and area 

https://www.mdbirdingguide.com/Oxon_Cove_Park_Oxon%20Hill%20Farm
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The Governor’s Proposal 
Under the Hogan proposal, the State of Maryland would acquire Oxon Cove Park from the National 
Park Service by trading 2,500 acres of state-owned lands near South Mountain, including Gathland 
State Park, in Western MD.  The National Park Service is reportedly interested in the South 
Mountain property because it contains historic Civil War battlefields. Then, Hogan would put 
together an incentive package to entice the Washington Redskins football team to locate at Oxon 
Cove.  It has been widely reported that the football team owner wishes to leave the current 
stadium in Largo (also in Prince Georges County) and is looking for a new location.  One possible 
alternative location being explored is the old RFK Stadium site in DC. 
 
Hogan has been reported by the media to have met with both the owner of the Redskins and with 
former US Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to discuss the deal, and signed an agreement with 
Zinke in September 2017.  The agreement has not been made public, and its existence only came 
to light through a Freedom of Information request filed by the Washington Post. 
 
Hogan has been quoted as saying that the National Park Service “is not really using” the park 
(Capital Gazette.com), and that the site would have “. . . 300 acres to develop around there for 
entertainment, or restaurants or whatever we decide. . . (MarylandMatters.org/).  He has also 
stated that the western Maryland property that he would trade to the National Park Service is “… a 
property we’re not using.” In fact, as reported by the Herald Mail, the western MD property is 
nearly 2,500 acres that includes South Mountain State Battlefield, Gathland State Park, and 
surrounding areas, all prime birding territory with extensive natural habitat.   
 
Opposition to the Proposal 
Hogan’s proposal had received quite a bit of criticism 
from Maryland’s Congressional delegation and state 
and local officials. Mostly, politicians are annoyed that 
Hogan did not discuss the proposal with them before 
signing an agreement with Zinke.  However, newly 
elected County Executive Angela Alsobrooks has stated 
that she would like to keep the Redskins in Prince 
George’s County because of the corporate tax revenue 
that they provide. 
 
Local citizens have voiced opposition.  Many of their 
concerns center around traffic but just as many 
deplore the loss of the open space.  Oxon Cove Park lies just across the DC Beltway from the 
mammoth National Harbor development, which has already brought heavy traffic to the area. One 
citizen, Erin Frere, who uses the park for family walks, has started a public petition to save the 
park. As of January 5, 2019, Erin’s petition has gathered 816 signatures, and is reaching for 1,000 
or more. If you would like to sign, see below for a link. 
 
MOS’s Conservation Committee is writing a letter to Governor Hogan and other elected officials to 
voice opposition to the plan, and the boards of the Patuxent Bird Club and Prince George’s 
Audubon Society have already had some discussion of this matter via email.  Out club boards will 
decide whether to co-sign the MOS letter, or they may choose to write separately.  The letter will 



News from the ‘Hood January - February 2019 

 
 

 
  Page 11 

go to multiple elected officials because the issue has implications at the federal, state, and county 
levels. 
 
What you can do 
If you think that it would be a bad idea to convert national park land and environmentally 
sensitive habitat into a professional football stadium and accompanying entertainment, 
restaurants, and other venues, here’s what you can do: 
 
•  Sign the petition to save Oxon Cove Park by going to https://www.change.org/p/larry-hogan-
save-oxon-cove-park. 
•  Tell others about the issue and encourage them to speak out as well. 
•  Write letters expressing your opinion and send by US Mail to Governor Hogan, your 
Congressman and Senators, your state legislators, and your County Council representatives.  Also 
include newly elected County Executive Angela Alsobrooks.  The more people elected officials hear 
from, the more effective the opposition will be.  
•  Send Governor Hogan an email using the email contact form at 
https://governor.maryland.gov/contact-the-governor/.   
•  You can also send emails to your Senators. Our two senators represent all of us; you should 
contact both of them. 

  Senator Benjamin Cardin: https://www.cardin.senate.gov/contact/email-ben   
  Senator Chris Van Hollen: https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/contact/email   

•    MD Congressional Representatives. For greatest effectiveness, you should contact the 
representative for your particular district. Most of our club members are in Districts 3, 4, or 5. If 
you are not sure who your representative is, see the map at 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/MD#map.  

  MD Congressional District 1: Representative Andy Harris:  
https://harris.house.gov/contact   
 MD Congressional District 2: Representative A. Dutch Ruppersberger:  
https://ruppersberger.house.gov/contact-dutch/email-dutch    
 MD Congressional District 3: Representative John Sarbanes:  
https://sarbanes.house.gov/contact/email-me   
 MD Congressional District 4: Representative Anthony Brown:  
https://anthonybrown.house.gov/contact/   
 MD Congressional District 5: Representative Steny Hoyer: 
 https://hoyer.house.gov/help/contact   
 MD Congressional District 6: Representative David Trone:  
https://trone.house.gov/zip-code-lookup?form=/contact/email-me   
 MD Congressional District 7: Representative Elijah Cummings:  
https://cummings.house.gov/contact   
 MD Congressional District 8: Representative Jamie Raskin:  
https://raskin.house.gov/contact/email   

•  You may also send emails to the state legislators for your district.  For contact information for 
state legislators (there are too many to list here), see 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmmain.aspx?pid=legisrpage&tab=subject6. 
•  For Prince George’s County Council members, see https://pgccouncil.us/27/The-Council.   
Again, you should contact only the particular Council member representing your County Council 
district.  See county districts map at https://pgccouncil.us/443/Councilmanic-Districts.   

https://www.change.org/p/larry-hogan-save-oxon-cove-park
https://www.change.org/p/larry-hogan-save-oxon-cove-park
https://governor.maryland.gov/contact-the-governor/
https://www.cardin.senate.gov/contact/email-ben
https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/contact/email
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/MD#map
https://harris.house.gov/contact
https://ruppersberger.house.gov/contact-dutch/email-dutch
https://sarbanes.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://anthonybrown.house.gov/contact/
https://hoyer.house.gov/help/contact
https://trone.house.gov/zip-code-lookup?form=/contact/email-me
https://cummings.house.gov/contact
https://raskin.house.gov/contact/email
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmmain.aspx?pid=legisrpage&tab=subject6
https://pgccouncil.us/27/The-Council
https://pgccouncil.us/443/Councilmanic-Districts
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•  County Executive Angela Alsobrooks can be reached through 
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/767/County-Executive.  
 
Further Reading 
For more background and a fuller understanding of the issue, please read the following media 
articles: 
•  Capital Gazette: https://www.capitalgazette.com/sports/pro_sports/bs-md-hogan-redskins-
20181211-story.html  
•  Herald Mail:  https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/news/local/updated-proposed-land-swap-
tied-to-redskins-stadium-would-affect/article_d6e9b5ee-87af-544e-9dec-f62ed3ea1de8.html  
•  Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/stadium-wars-activists-
residents-resist-hogan-push-for-redskins-stadium-at-oxon-cove/2018/12/19/a03a6ae6-ff1c-
11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.88c1ddb15cfd  
•  Maryland Matters: 

  https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/teacher-launches-petition-drive-to-
stop-land-swap-for-stadium/  

  https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/governor-stadium-site-would-be-
part-of-land-swap-with-feds/  

  https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogan-aide-defends-stadium-
maneuver-as-criticism-mounts/  

  https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogans-play-to-keep-redskins-
surprises-fellow-officials/  

 
All accompanying photos courtesy National Park Service. Maps and satellite images created by Marcia Watson with 
MERLIN – Maryland’s Environmental Resource and Land Information Network. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ikumi Kayama Art Exhibit 
 

The work of our own Ikumi Kayama, a director of 
both the Patuxent Bird Club and Prince George’s 
Audubon Society, will be featured in an art exhibit, 
ongoing now, at the Greenbelt Arts Center.  
 
Her solo exhibition opened in late December and 
features 64 watercolor paintings showcasing the 
Bald Eagle family at the National Arboretum in spring 
of 2016. The show will be on display until late 
January. 

 
The Greenbelt Arts Center is located in the historic Roosevelt Center in the Historic District of 
Greenbelt, Maryland. The exhibit reception is scheduled for Saturday January 5, 2019 from 1pm-
4pm at the Greenbelt Arts Center, 123 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 (ground floor of the 
Greenbelt Co-op). More information can be found at https://studiokayama.com/events/ 

 

Local People  
 

https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/767/County-Executive
https://www.capitalgazette.com/sports/pro_sports/bs-md-hogan-redskins-20181211-story.html
https://www.capitalgazette.com/sports/pro_sports/bs-md-hogan-redskins-20181211-story.html
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/news/local/updated-proposed-land-swap-tied-to-redskins-stadium-would-affect/article_d6e9b5ee-87af-544e-9dec-f62ed3ea1de8.html
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/news/local/updated-proposed-land-swap-tied-to-redskins-stadium-would-affect/article_d6e9b5ee-87af-544e-9dec-f62ed3ea1de8.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/stadium-wars-activists-residents-resist-hogan-push-for-redskins-stadium-at-oxon-cove/2018/12/19/a03a6ae6-ff1c-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.88c1ddb15cfd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/stadium-wars-activists-residents-resist-hogan-push-for-redskins-stadium-at-oxon-cove/2018/12/19/a03a6ae6-ff1c-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.88c1ddb15cfd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/stadium-wars-activists-residents-resist-hogan-push-for-redskins-stadium-at-oxon-cove/2018/12/19/a03a6ae6-ff1c-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.88c1ddb15cfd
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/teacher-launches-petition-drive-to-stop-land-swap-for-stadium/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/teacher-launches-petition-drive-to-stop-land-swap-for-stadium/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/governor-stadium-site-would-be-part-of-land-swap-with-feds/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/12/governor-stadium-site-would-be-part-of-land-swap-with-feds/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogan-aide-defends-stadium-maneuver-as-criticism-mounts/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogan-aide-defends-stadium-maneuver-as-criticism-mounts/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogans-play-to-keep-redskins-surprises-fellow-officials/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2018/12/10/hogans-play-to-keep-redskins-surprises-fellow-officials/
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MOS Hog Island Scholarship Winner 
 

We are pleased to announce that Michelle Adams, a Park Ranger with the Maryland-National 
Capital Parks and Planning Commission in Prince George’s County, has been awarded a 
scholarship to Hog Island Audubon Camp in Maine.  Michelle has been with MNCPPC since 2014, 
and previously worked as a Naturalist with the Calvert County Natural Resources Department.  
Her current Park Ranger assignments vary from day-to-day, with projects at Patuxent River Park 
as well as other sites in the county. Michelle lives in Edgewater and holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology from Salisbury University.  We wish Michelle a successful trip to Maine and will look 
forward to a report when she returns. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Submissions Invited 
 

Do you have an idea for an article you would like to see published in a future issue of News 
from the’Hood?  Send a note with your suggestion or, better yet, a draft article to the editor, 

Marcia Watson at marshwren50comcast.net.  Worried that you’re not a good writer?  No 
worries – Marcia will happily help with your article.  Deadine for submission of completed 
articles is the 20th of even-numbered months (August, October, December, February, and 

April).  If your article is just a rough idea, please allow more time to develop the text and to 
seek illustrations, if appropriate. 

 

mailto:marshwren50@comcast.net
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The winter season has brought interesting waterfowl to Prince George’s County. 

 

A Ross’s Goose was reported from Lake Artemesia on Nov.19 by Matt Cohen. Photo by 

Matt Cohen, Macaulay Library ML124369191. 

 

Jeff Shenot photographed a Greater White-fronted 

Goose among a flock of Canadas at Merkle Wildlife 

Sanctuary on Jan. 2. Photo by Jeff Shenot, Macaulay 

Library  ML133089631. 
 

 
A Trumpeter Swan was seen by Nathan 
Parmenter at Lake Artemesia on Dec. 5 and has continued, with some breaks, 
through the present and is being  seen by many birders. This bird is notable 
because it bears a wing tag numbered T87.  The same bird has sometimes been 
present at Alter Pond off Soil Conservation Rd, as reported by Hans Holbrook. 
Photo by Joe Hanfman, Macaulay Library  ML131024811. 
 
A female Common Goldeneye was 
reported from a small pond at Beltsville 

Agricultural Research Center (restricted access) by Michel Cavigelli on Nov. 
10. Subsequently, a female Common Goldeneye, possibly the same bird, was 
found at Lake Artemesia starting on Nov. 11, and continues to date, having 
been seen by multiple observers. More recently, it has been in the company 
of two additional Goldeneyes. Photo by Joe Hanfman, Macaulay Library  
ML131024891. 
 
A Long-tailed Duck showed up at South Tract on Dec. 8, as reported by Stella and Nathan Tea; and two Long-
tailed Ducks were at Piscataway Park on Dec. 17, seen by Jeff Culler and Joe Hanfman. 
 
A long-staying and out-of-season Great Egret has been at Lake Artemesia since Dec. 13, initially reported by 
Mark Johnson and still being seen by many birders. 
 

A radio-tagged and out-of-season Sora was found at Jackson Landing on Dec. 27 by Kyra Harvey, one of Greg 
Kearns’ assistants.  This particular Sora was tagged by Greg’s team in October. Kyra noted in her eBird report: 
“After hatch year male, age & sexed in the hand on October 18th.” In addition, on the same date at Jackson 
Landing, Kyra found an American Bittern, another out-of-season bird. 
 

A single Short-eared Owl was reported flying over the Inter-County Connector near Konterra Fields on Dec. 12 
by Jacob Hall. However, the regular wintering Short-eared Owls have not yet been observed by Jay Sheppard, 
who monitors Konterra (restricted access) on behalf of the owners. 
 

And in songbird news: 
Marcia Watson found three Red Crossbills at Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary during the Dec. 
16th Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count. The Crossbills were in a large mixed feeding flock.  A 
single Evening Grosbeak was a flyover at the Forestgate home of Hans Holbrook on 
Nov. 20 & 21. A Lincoln’s Sparrow was found along a public road at Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center on Nov. 1 by Mark Rositol.  A Vesper Sparrow was 
photographed at Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary on Nov. 10 by Wendy Crowe. Photo by 
Wendy Crowe, Macaulay Library  ML122914721. 

 

 PG Notable Bird Sightings 
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Date: Sept. 16, 2018 County:  Prince George’s  Compiler:  Dave Mozurkewich 

Or, you can now pay your dues online using the new 
MOS website: 

1. Go to https://mdbirds.org/  
2. Choose “Join” from the menu on the top right  

3. Scroll down and click on “Chapters” 
4. Scroll down to the map and click on Prince 

George’s County to reach the Patuxent Bird Club 
membership area 

5. Scroll down and click the little + sign next to 

“Membership” for PBC 
6. Scroll down and pick your membership level and 

then click the orange “Register” button 
7. Fill out the information, including setting up a 

password that will allow you to access 
“Members Only” information on the MOS 

website 
8. That’s it!  You can even pay dues using your 

smartphone – the website is optimized to work 
with the screen on your phone. 

https://mdbirds.org/

