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This issue of News from the ‘Hood is packed with information.  Many of the 
articles are our regular features, such as the field trip calendar, reports on 
field trips, conservation news, and sightings of notable birds. One item is a 
little different:  on page 13, we have information about new books by three 
local authors who are MOS members.  Hint: the holidays are coming and these 
books might be on someone’s wish list. 
 
I want to repeat here some information that I sent to members by email. 
Unfortunately, Patuxent Bird Club, Prince George’s Audubon Society, other 

chapters of MOS, and MOS itself have been the repeated targets of unscrupulous individuals who 
are sending bogus emails that are made to look like they are from me or from another officer or 
board member.  The emails are an attempt to get money from the club or from members.  The 
emails say that we have an urgent need to make a payment to a vendor and they ask the recipient 
(could be you) to write a check or make a wire transfer to cover the amount.  Sometimes this scam 
works:  the Washington Post recently reported that scammers managed to get over $700,000 
through wire payments from the Washington, DC government, by sending emails posing as a 
legitimate vendor.  There is a now a federal investigation into the Washington, DC case and we 
trust that the thieves will be caught.  Meanwhile, know that our 
club will NEVER ask you to cover any of our expenses.  And, we 
don’t even have any regular vendors.  So please don’t fall for the 
scam. 
 
To end on a cheery note:  Amazingly, it’s already time to get ready 
for the annual Christmas Bird Count season.  The piece on page 6 
highlights our two local counts:  Jug Bay on December 16 and 
Bowie on January 1.  I hope you’ll volunteer for one or both.  See 
details inside. 
 

See you in the field, 
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Message from the President 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 Alan, Joy, Ethan & Kyle Green 
 Scott McCluen & Kelly Hamby 
 Mike Quinlan 
 Debi Talbott 
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Tuesday, November 13, 7:30 pm, doors open at 7 pm 
 
Birding Trinidad & Tobago, from the Asa Wright Nature Centre  
Presented by Martyn Kenefick 
 
Martyn Kenefick, lead author of Birds of Trinidad and Tobago in 
the Helm Field Guide Series, will take us on a tour of these 
tropical islands, geographically considered to be part of South 
America. Home to 482 species of bird, not forgetting 68 
different bats, 45 snakes, 50 spiders, 30 frogs and toads, 120 
dragonflies, 765 butterflies and close to 3,500 moths - the 
islands of Trinidad and Tobago really are an introduction to the 
natural history of South America. The presentation will give you 
a taste of tropical birding in Trinidad’s high mountain rain 
forests, sandy beaches with nesting turtles, and mangroves with 
Scarlet Ibis evening roosts, as well as on Tobago’s seabird 
nesting islands and huge protected preserves.  The Asa Wright Nature Centre is the birders’ 
traditional jumping off spot for most field trips, itself set in 200 acres of forest and home to more 
than 170 bird species. Renowned for on-site access to specialties including Bearded Bellbird, 
Tufted Coquette and Oilbirds, more than 40 species can be observed from the veranda before 
breakfast! The Centre is operated as a not-for profit trust, and eco-tourism funds the Centre’s 
conservation and education programs.  Martyn’s visit is sponsored by Caligo Ventures, the long-
time North American booking agent for Asa Wright.  
 

About the presenter: Having been an avid birder since his early teens, Martyn moved to Trinidad 
in 1999 and spent the next 15 years working as a bird tour leader for a number of companies, 
guiding in Trinidad & Tobago and many other countries. In 2007, he became the main author of 
the Birds of Trinidad & Tobago, the 3rd edition of which will be published early in 2019. Martyn 
joined the Board of Management of the non-profit Asa Wright Nature Centre in 2015 and is now 
Chair of the Conservation & Education Committee. 

 
 

 Tuesday, December 11, 7:30 pm, doors open at 7 pm
 
Annual Holiday Social and Movie Night   

 
Join the Patuxent Bird Club and Prince George’s Audubon Society for 
popcorn and other refreshments to enjoy during our annual movie night.  The featured film will be 
“High Tide in Dorchester.”  Produced by the Bay Journal, “High Tide in Dorchester” is a film that 
encourages discussions and actions concerning sea level rise, erosion and climate change in 
Dorchester County, MD.  The film creates a powerful, intimate story that looks at a worsening 

global threat through the lens of 
Chesapeake Bay’s most vulnerable 
county.  Please join us for a thought-
provoking film. 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Speaker Programs 
 

Monthly meetings are held in the    
College Park Airport Operations Building, 2nd Floor 
1909 Corporal Frank Scott Drive 
College Park, MD  20740 
Free and open to the public  
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Our long-time member Barbara Ricciardi passed away on October 15, 2018.  
As many of you know, Barbara was dealing with a progressive illness that has 
no cure.  A memorial service will be held on from 10 am to 11 am on Saturday, 
November 3, 2018 at the Robert Evans Funeral Home, 16000 Annapolis Road, 
Bowie, Maryland 20715.  A celebration of her remarkable life will begin at 11 
am. Refreshments will follow the service. 
 

Barbara was a joint member of the Anne Arundel Bird Club and Patuxent Bird 
Club and was active in both chapters and at the state level, leading and 
participating in field trips and serving on our chapter boards and also as 
representative to the MOS board.  Barbara always attended the annual MOS 
conference and delighted in the conference field trips.  She loved to travel, and was especially excited 
about a birding trip to Cuba two winters ago.  Barbara was known for her love of birding and the 
outdoors, and for her ready smile and her encouraging and optimistic attitude. We will all miss her. 
 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the ALS Association at www.alsa.org.  
Barbara’s obituary is available at https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/bowie-md/barbara-
ricciardi-8025375v.  

 
 

 
 

 

President Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net 

Vice-President Fred Fallon fwfallon@ymail.com  

Treasurer/Memberships Jane Fallon jefallon90@yahoo.com  

   

Second Year Directors  
(Term 2017-2019) 

Peter Hanan peter.hanan@icloud.com  

David Mozurkewich mozurk@bellatlantic.net  

 Pat Tate jpt8@earthlink.net  

   

First Year Directors 
(Term 2018-2020) 

Ken Cohen kvulture@aol.com  

Ross Geredien goodmigrations@yahoo.com  

Ikumi Kayama ikumikayama@gmail.com  

   

Representatives to MOS State 
Board 

Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net 

Fred Fallon fwfallon@ymail.com 

   

Field Trip Coordinator David Mozurkewich mozurk@bellatlantic.net 

Hospitality Lynn Kenny pattylynn46@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net 

Fall Bird Count David Mozurkewich mozurk@bellatlantic.net 

Spring Bird Count Fred Fallon fwfallon@ymail.com 

Bowie Christmas Bird Count David Mozurkewich mozurk@bellatlantic.net 

Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count Marcia Watson marshwren50@comcast.net 
 

Visit us on the web at www.patuxentbirdclub.org 
 

Patuxent Bird Club Officers & Directors 

 

In Memoriam 
Barbara Ricciardi 
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As always, all field trips are co-sponsored with Prince George’s Audubon Society. 
 

Thursday, November 1, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area.  
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 

Saturday, November 3, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie State 
University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton (kiwisuits@msn.com) for more information. 
 

Saturday, November 10, 9 am - Point Lookout State Park  
We will explore the varied habitats of Point Lookout in St. Mary’s County with a 
focus on songbirds, migrating hawks (maybe!), and waterfowl. Brown-headed 
Nuthatches are a specialty of the park. Bring lunch and snacks since we will not 
finish up until early afternoon.  Meet at 9 am at the Park Store at 10560 Point 
Lookout Rd, on the right as you enter the park, after the causeway.  Please RSVP 
to the leader, Marcia Watson (marshwren50@comcast.net), who will provide 
more information to you in advance of the trip. Photo of Point Lookout State 
Park courtesy MD DNR. 

 

Thursday, November 15, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 

Saturday, November 17, 7:30 am - Governor Bridge Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at the Natural Area parking lot on the south side of Governor Bridge Rd., 1 mile east of 
Route 301. No reservations needed. For more information contact Bill Sefton at kiwisuits@msn.com. 
 
Saturday, November 24, 8 am - Blackwater NWR 
Meet at the Bowie Park and Ride at 8:00 am to carpool to Blackwater for wintering 
waterfowl, eagles and other raptors, lingering shorebirds and songbirds.  Come bird 
with us in memory of Barbara Ricciardi, who led this trip in previous years.  
Please RSVP to the leader, Ken Cohen, at kvulture@aol.com, in advance. Photo: Snow 
Geese at Blackwater by Marcia Watson. 
 

Saturday, December 1, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area.  
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie State 
University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton (kiwisuits@msn.com) for more information. 
 

Sunday, December 2, 8 am - Piscataway National Park 
Field trip to this National Park Service facility on the Potomac River in the southwest corner of Prince 
George’s County, for wintering waterfowl, gulls, and songbirds.  Meet at the fishing area at the north end of 
Wharf Road at 8:00 am.  From the DC Beltway (I-495), go south on Route 210/Indian Head Highway, then 
right (west) on Farmington Rd. West. Continue on Farmington Rd. to a sharp curve to the left, where you 
should turn right (north) onto Wharf Road (large wooden sign at intersection reads “Farmington Landing”). 
Follow Wharf Rd. to its end at the fishing area/boat launch. Contact the leader, David Mozurkewich, 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net), for more information and car-pooling options. 

 

Continued on Page 5 

Upcoming Field Trips & Bird Walks 
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Upcoming Field Trips, continued 
 
Thursday, December 6, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Saturday, December 15, 7:30 am - Governor Bridge Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at the Natural Area parking lot on the south side of Governor Bridge Rd., 1 mile east of 
Route 301. No reservations needed. For more information contact Bill Sefton at kiwisuits@msn.com. 
 
Sunday, December 16 - Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count 
See article on page 6 of this newsletter. 
 
Thursday, December 20, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Sunday, December 30, 9 am - South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge  
One of a series of walks to explore the seasonal variations in bird use of the 
habitats at South Tract. Be prepared to walk up to 2 miles. Wear sturdy 
shoes and bring a water bottle. Target species include migrating warblers, 
flycatchers, vireos, sparrows.  Meet at 9:00 am in the parking lot of the 
National Wildlife Visitor Center off Powder Mill Rd.; bear left on entering the 
parking area and go all the way to the last section of the lot past the covered 
solar recharging station for electric vehicles.  For directions, see 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/directions.html. For further 
information, contact the leader, Ken Cohen, at kvulture@aol.com. 
 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 - Bowie Christmas Bird Count 
See article on page 6 of this newsletter. 

 
Thursday, January 3, 3 pm -  Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot, at 
intersection of Berwyn Rd. and Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights.  No reservations 
needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich (mozurk@bellAtlantic.net)for more 
information. 
 

Saturday, January 5, 7:30 am - Fran Uhler Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at 7:30 am at east end of Lemon’s Bridge Road, off Route 197 just north of Bowie State 
University. No reservations needed. Contact Bill Sefton (kiwisuits@msn.com). 
 
Thursday, January 17, 3 pm - Lake Artemesia Natural Area 
Semi-monthly walk. Wheelchair-accessible.  Meet at 3 pm at parking lot, at intersection of Berwyn Rd. and 
Ballew Ave. in Berwyn Heights. No reservations needed.  Contact David Mozurkewich 
(mozurk@bellAtlantic.net) for more information. 
 
Saturday, January 19, 7:30 am - Governor Bridge Natural Area 
Monthly walk. Meet at the Natural Area parking lot on the south side of Governor Bridge Rd., 1 mile east of 
Route 301. No reservations needed. For more information contact Bill Sefton at kiwisuits@msn.com. 
 
 

mailto:mozurk@bellAtlantic.net
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Volunteers are needed to census birds near Bowie and near Jug Bay for the annual Audubon 
Christmas Bird Counts. Each Christmas Bird Count is conducted on a specific date within a pre-
determined circle of 15 miles in diameter.   
 
If you live within a count circle, you can do a feeder count at your home.  Or perhaps you would 
like to count birds in your favorite park or natural area within the count circle. Choose your own 
start and stop times, then come to a tally rally at the end of the day to share your data and 
socialize.  You must contact the compiler prior to the day of the count to confirm the area you will 
cover.  
 

Our two local counts are: 
 

 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
Jug Bay Christmas Bird Count 

 
The Jug Bay count circle, centered near Jug Bay, 
spans the Patuxent River and includes parts of 
Prince George’s, Anne Arundel, and Calvert 
Counties. The circle extends from Upper Marlboro 
on the west to the Chesapeake Bay on the east. 
 
Contact compiler Marcia Watson, 
marshwren50@comcast.net, to be put in touch with 
a sector leader to receive an area assignment. 

 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
Bowie Christmas Bird Count 

 
As shown below, the Bowie count circle includes 
parts of Prince George’s and Anne Arundel Counties 
and is centered in Bowie. The circle extends from 
inside the Capital Beltway on the west to just east of 
Crofton. 

 
Contact compiler David Mozurkewich, 
mozurk@bellAtlantic.net, to volunteer and to 
receive an area assignment. 

  
 

Additional Christmas Bird Counts in Maryland and Nearby 
 

The current issue of the Maryland Yellowthroat has a complete list of Christmas Bird Counts in Maryland 
and nearby.  Please see pp. 29-31 at https://mdbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-
manager/2018/10/Web-The-Maryland-Yellowthroat-NOVDEC-Vol.-38-No.-5.pdf. 

Make Your Birding Count: 
Volunteer for the Christmas Bird Count 

 

mailto:marshwren50@comcast.net
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Make Your Birding Count: 
 
 

 

Jug Bay Pontoon Boat Trip 
October 3, 2018 

 

The pontoon boat trip on the Patuxent River that was originally scheduled for September 18 was 
re-scheduled for the morning of October 3 because of inclement weather.  The new trip day 
dawned sunny and beautiful.  The trip afforded participants the opportunity to see and handle 
Sora rails retrieved from traps as part of Greg Kearns’ long-running study of Sora’s use of the 
Patuxent River wild rice marshes during fall migration.  Greg had brought along two of his 
assistants to help with placing bands and geolocator transmitters on the rails.  Peter Hanan 
provided these photos from the trip. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patuxent River Park and Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary Field Trip 
October 14, 2018 

 

The October 14th trip to the Patuxent River area was designed to explore places not often included 
in our club’s field trip schedule and netted 61 species.  It was a dark dreary day with some light, 
scattered showers around mid-day, and chilly with a light wind. The group met at the historic 
Croom Airfield near the Patuxent River, and the original intention was to bird there for half-an-
hour and then move on.  However, the half-hour we were going to spend at the old airfield 

Field Trip Reports 
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expanded to three, so we spent the rest of our time working our way from there to the Merkle 
Wildlife Sanctuary Visitor Center.  We disbanded about 2:30 pm.  Despite the poor visibility, there 
were many highlights. 
 

We arrived just early enough for Lynette to hear the last hoots of a Great-horned Owl.  A large 
flock of Purple Finches was foraging about.  Most were brownies but there were a couple bright 
adult males mixed in.  There were lots of warblers, mostly Yellow-rumped, but also one each 
Yellowthroat and Blackpoll and one very cooperative male Black-throated Blue. We had an 
extended, but low-quality, look at a Gray-cheeked Thrush; also my first Hermit Thrush of this fall, 
and a third thrush got away unidentified.  We enjoyed scope views of a Merlin perched on a snag. 
A flock of Red-breasted Nuthatches was a treat.  There were gobs of Sora.  Or should that be a gob 
of Soras?  There were also a number of lingering Tree Swallows. 
 

The complete species list follows, with numbers of individuals observed.   
 

Submitted by trip leader Dave Mozurkewich. 
 
Editor’s Note:  See some good news about Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary on p. 10 of this newsletter. 
 
 Double-crested Cormorant, 3 
 Great Blue Heron, 1 
 Great Egret, 3 
 Canada Goose, 400 
 Wood Duck, 1 
 Green-winged Teal, 2 
 American Black Duck, 8 
 Mallard, 40 
 Gadwall, 4 
 Black Vulture, 30 
 Turkey Vulture, 10 
 Bald Eagle, 5 
 Accipiter sp?, 1 
 Red-shouldered Hawk, 1 
 Merlin, 1 
 Sora,  10 
 Laughing Gull, 15 
 Ring-billed Gull, 5 
 Great Horned Owl, 1 
 Mourning Dove, 3 
 Belted Kingfisher, 1 

 Chimney Swift, 4 
 Red-bellied Woodpecker, 8 
 Downy Woodpecker, 4 
 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1 
 Northern Flicker, 20 
 Eastern Phoebe, 2 
 Tree Swallow, 25 
 Blue Jay, 40 
 American Crow, 5 
 Fish Crow, 2 
 Carolina Chickadee, 2 
 Tufted Titmouse, 10 
 Red-breasted Nuthatch, 5 
 White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 
 Carolina Wren, 20 
 Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4 
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 4 
 Eastern Bluebird, 10 
 Gray-cheeked Thrush, 1 
 Hermit Thrush, 1 
 Gray Catbird, 1 

 Northern Mockingbird, 6 
 Brown Thrasher, 2 
 European Starling, 30 
 Black-throated Blue Warbler, 1 
 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle 

subspecies), 40 
 Blackpoll Warbler, 1 
 Common Yellowthroat, 1 
 Northern Cardinal, 15 
 Eastern Towhee, 5 
 Chipping Sparrow, 3 
 SavannahSparrow, 25 
 Song Sparrow, 1 
 Swamp Sparrow, 5 
 White-throated Sparrow, 10 
 Red-winged Blackbird, 600 
 Common Grackle, 150 
 Purple Finch, 10 
 House Finch, 1 
 American Goldfinch, 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As announced last year, the Patuxent Bird Club, along with other MOS chapters, received a one-
time allocation of $1500 from MOS. The funds came to MOS as a bequest from the late Martha 
Chestem.  MOS decided to distribute the funds to chapters so that they could “do something they 
ordinarily could not afford to do.” The only restriction on the use of the funds was that the money 
had to be used for a good cause, and could not simply remain in the chapter treasury.  MOS 
requested a report on planned use of the funds by November 2018. 

Patuxent Bird Club Funds Bridge Project  
at Piscataway MOS Sanctuary 
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In September, the Board of Directors of the Patuxent Bird 
Club decided to use most of the money ($1200) to fund the 
construction of a footbridge at the Piscataway MOS 
Sanctuary in Accokeek, Prince George’s County.  The 
Sanctuary features a trail through a stream valley near the 
northern boundary, but a tributary stream runs across the 
trail, and this stream has deep and steep sides, lined with 
stabilizing boulders.  Currently, the stream crossing presents 
a significant barrier to walking the North Side Trail at the 
Sanctuary.   
 

The MOS Sanctuary Committee, chaired by Dominic 
Nucifora, developed a proposal to build a bridge to span the 
creek, but the Sanctuary Committee does not have sufficient 
funds in its own budget to pay for the bridge materials.  
Hence the Patuxent Bird Club voted to fund the project. We 
hope that with the bridge in place, we can begin offering 
regular field trips to this MOS sanctuary in our own county.   
 
To learn more about Piscataway MOS Sanctuary, go to 
https://mdbirds.org/conservation/refuges-
sanctuaries/piscataway/.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

MOS Convention: Save the Date 
 

MOS is proud to announce the 74th MOS convention to be held May 31 - June 2, 2019 at 
Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland.  Please watch your email for future MOS 
newsgrams about the convention.  In addition, the soon-to-be-launched convention website will 
have details. MOS hopes to see you there! 
 
YMOS Conservation Conference - Save the Date 
 

YMOS, the youth branch of MOS, is working with the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership to 
organize a Conservation Conference, to be held on Saturday, January 26, 2019 at the Patuxent 
National Wildlife Visitor Center.  Please mark your calendar and see the flier on page 11 in this 
newsletter for details.  
 
MOS Website – Two Requests 
 

As most of you know by now, MOS has a newly designed website at https://mdbirds.org. The 
website display stunning photographs contributed by MOS members.   
 
1. Additional photos are wanted for the website, so if you have any that you would like to 

contribute, please contact webmaster Tom Strikwerda at tstrik@verizon.net.  

MOS News in Brief 
 

https://mdbirds.org/conservation/refuges-sanctuaries/piscataway/
https://mdbirds.org/conservation/refuges-sanctuaries/piscataway/
https://mdbirds.org/
mailto:tstrik@verizon.net
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2. Please make sure that your personal information (address, phone number, email, etc.) are 
correctly entered in the member portal section of the MOS website. If you paid your dues  online, 
you will have already created a password and should have entered your personal information as 
part of that process.  If you pay your dues via check to the Patuxent Bird Club, your contact 
information will be forwarded to the MOS Secretary and then uploaded to the website. You’ll 
receive an email informing you how to ask for a password reset, then you can check that your 
contact information is correct and edit the information as well as items that may not have been on 
your membership form: such as whether to receive the Yellowthroat newsletter via online or by US 
mail, or enter additional family members if you join at the household level. Please remember to 
keep this information updated if you have changes in the future.  The mailing address and email 
address that you enter online is being used to generate the mailing lists for the Maryland 
Yellowthroat, Maryland Birdlife, and for email newsgrams, so it’s important to keep it up-to-date. 

 
Maryland Birdlife Issues Available Online 
 

Maryland Birdlife, the scientific journal of MOS, is available online through SORA, the Searchable 
Ornithological Research Archive hosted by the University of New Mexico.  Anyone can go to SORA and 
download complete issues of Maryland Birdlife, and it’s free!  The two most recent volumes are not 
available online –they are only available as printed copies to MOS members. Hence, the current listings 
of Maryland Birdlife at SORA go from the first issue in 1945 through 2016.  The SORA database is fully 
searchable. To find Maryland Birdlife issues on SORA, go to https://sora.unm.edu/node/132691.  Note 
that many other ornithological journals are also freely available at SORA; these are listed in the vertical 
menu on the left side of the SORA website. 
 
MOS Scholarships Available for Audubon Hog Island Workshops 
 

Again this year, MOS is providing scholarships for naturalists, park rangers, teachers – essentially 
anyone who works with children – to attend week-long Audubon Workshops at Hog Island in Maine. 
The scholarships cover the cost of room and board; recipients must pay their own travel expenses.  
The Patuxent Bird Club has distributed information about the scholarships to MNCPPC personnel and 
to the Prince George’s County Board of Education. If you know anyone who would be a good candidate, 
please bring this opportunity to their attention.  Applications for workshops in summer 2019 are due 
November 15, 2018.  Please see the flier on page 12 in this newsletter for details.

 
 

 
 

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources has announced that 
Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary in Prince George’s County will grow by 33 
acres, thanks to Program Open Space funding.  The additional 
property contains fields, a pond, a stream bed, and woodlands. The 
acquisition will expand trail connections and recreational 
opportunities at Merkle.  See the DNR announcement at 
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2018/09/26/board-of-public-works-
approves-expansion-of-two-state-parks/. 
 

Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary, with 1,670 acres, is located on the Patuxent 
River just south of MNCPPC’s Jug Bay Natural Area, and is the only wildlife sanctuary operated by the 
State of Maryland.  The Critical Area Driving Tour, open to vehicles on Sundays, goes from Selby’s 
Landing in the Jug Bay Natural Area to the Merkle Visitor Center.  See 
https://www.mdbirdingguide.com/Merkle_Wildlife_Sanctuary for birding information. 

 

Good News for Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary 
 

https://sora.unm.edu/node/132691
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2018/09/26/board-of-public-works-approves-expansion-of-two-state-parks/
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2018/09/26/board-of-public-works-approves-expansion-of-two-state-parks/
https://www.mdbirdingguide.com/Merkle_Wildlife_Sanctuary
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A three-some of books written by members of MOS are coming into print.  
 
Jay Sheppard of Laurel has written a monograph on LeConte’s Thrasher, a bird of the desert 
Southwest.  Many of us know Jay, who regularly leads trips at the Konterra fields in Prince 
George’s County to see Short-eared Owls in winter. Jay lives in Laurel and is a retired biologist 
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Jay’s book is entitled The Biology of a Desert Apparition: 
LeConte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) and is available now from Western Field Ornithologists. 
See the flier on the next page for ordering information. 
 
Bruce Beehler of Bethesda is the author of Birds of Maryland, Delaware, and 
the District of Columbia, expected in March 2019 from Johns Hopkins Press.  
The book features photographs by Middleton Evans.  Bruce is the chair of the 
Development Committee for MOS and is a research associate in the Division 
of Birds of the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. You can 
read more about Bruce’s book and place a pre-order at 
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/birds-maryland-delaware-and-
district-columbia.  

 
Colin Rees of Annapolis has written an in-depth review of a year at Jug Bay 
Wetlands Sanctuary in Anne Arundel County. Colin is the chair of the Long-Range 
Planning Committee of MOS and is a former global biodiversity specialist with the 
World Bank. His book, Nature's Calendar: A Year in the Life of a Wildlife Sanctuary, 
is being published by Johns Hopkins Press and is expected in April 2019.  Details 
and pre-order information are available at 
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/natures-calendar.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

Friends of Patuxent Wildlife Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday, November 3, 2018, 9:00 am -3:00 pm 

National Wildlife Visitor Center at South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge 
 
 
Shop for wild and not-so-wild, new and gently-used treasures. Find unique gifts from local crafters and 
at the same time support the Patuxent Research Refuge.  Attractions include live animals, tram rides 
(weather permitting), door prizes, and much more.  Free.  Hosted by the Friends of Patuxent 
(http://friendsofpatuxent.org/). For more information call 301-497-5772. The National Wildlife 
Visitor Center is located on the South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge at 10901 Scarlet Tanager 
Loop, Laurel, MD 20708-4027.  Driving directions are at 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/directions.html#south_tract.  
  

 
  

Upcoming Local Event 
 

Local Authors 
 

https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/birds-maryland-delaware-and-district-columbia
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/birds-maryland-delaware-and-district-columbia
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/natures-calendar
http://friendsofpatuxent.org/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/directions.html#south_tract
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Black Rails 
 

The Black Rail, whose populations have been critically declining, has been nominated for federal 
“Threatened” status.  Black Rails previously bred in Maryland and were regular migrants in spring, 
but are now a great rarity in our state. Read the details of the nomination for threatened status at 
https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/marsh_dependent_black_rail_nominated_for_federal_listi
ng_as_a_threatened_sp 

 

Global Warming, Country by Country 

The Washington Post recently ran an article on 
global climate change that has an interesting 
animated infographic that strikingly shows 
increasing average temperatures by country, 
throughout the world, over the last 137 years. 
In the screenshot at right that captures the 
year 1990, every circle is an individual country, 
and the color indicates changing temperature 
from year-to-year.  As the video animation 
progresses, the circles change color as time 
moves forward through the years. It’s an eye-
opening look at global climate change.  See 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/10/03/climate-scientists-are-
struggling-find-right-words-very-bad-news/?utm_term=.52123a60ea30. 

 

Climate Change, County by County 
 
To see climate change data at the local level, you can go to a new online tool produced by Cornell 
University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.  Cornell’s Climate Smart Farming program 
makes tools available so that farmers can adjust their planting seasons as climate change occurs.  

Though intended for farmers, the tool is valuable for 
anyone interested in climate change. The online tool 
starts with a map that allows users to choose any 
county in the northeastern US for an in-depth look 
at actual changes in precipitation and temperature 
from 1950 through 2013, along with projections 
going out to the year 2100 based on two scenarios:  
a high level of carbon emissions versus a low level 
of carbon emissions (which assumes that effective 
pollution controls will be put in place).   
 

        Conservation News in Brief 

 

https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/marsh_dependent_black_rail_nominated_for_federal_listing_as_a_threatened_sp
https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/marsh_dependent_black_rail_nominated_for_federal_listing_as_a_threatened_sp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/10/03/climate-scientists-are-struggling-find-right-words-very-bad-news/?utm_term=.52123a60ea30
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/10/03/climate-scientists-are-struggling-find-right-words-very-bad-news/?utm_term=.52123a60ea30
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As the Bay Journal points out, Cornell’s climate tool shows that in Prince George’s County, the low 
temperatures have increased by a full 1 degree per decade since 1980 (see figure on previous 
page).  
 
Other takeaways for Prince George’s County: 
Because of the increase in low temperatures, 
the length of the growing season (defined as 
consecutive days with temperatures above 
freezing) in Prince George’s has increased by 
9.1 days per decade since 1980.  Prior to 19  80, 
there was a slower increase in the length of the 
growing season, by 5.2 days per decade. Also in 
Prince George’s County, the number of days 
with rainfall greater than 1” has increased by 
1.3 days per decade since 1980, and the 
number of days with rainfall greater than 2” has increased by 0.4 days per decade.  (Figure above). 
 
Take a look at the Bay Journal’s article covering the tool and its findings at 
https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/new_online_tool_shows_climate_change_in_chesapeake_
region_county_by_county?utm_source=Bay+Journal+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=56da14f1fd-
Newsltr_2018_Oct29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bde9036159-56da14f1fd-109997401  
 
And the actual tool itself is at  
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-county-climate-change/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Your Submissions Invited 
 
Do you have an idea for an article you would like to see published in a future issue of News 
from the’Hood?  Send a note with your suggestion or, better yet, a draft article to the editor, 
Marcia Watson at marshwren50comcast.net.  Worried that you’re not a good writer?  No 
worries – Marcia will happily help with your article.  Deadine for submission of completed 
articles is the 20th of even-numbered months (August, October, December, February, and 
April).  If your article is just a rough idea, please allow more time to develop the text and to 
seek illustrations, if appropriate. 

 

https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/new_online_tool_shows_climate_change_in_chesapeake_region_county_by_county?utm_source=Bay+Journal+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=56da14f1fd-Newsltr_2018_Oct29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bde9036159-56da14f1fd-109997401
https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/new_online_tool_shows_climate_change_in_chesapeake_region_county_by_county?utm_source=Bay+Journal+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=56da14f1fd-Newsltr_2018_Oct29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bde9036159-56da14f1fd-109997401
https://www.bayjournal.com/blog/post/new_online_tool_shows_climate_change_in_chesapeake_region_county_by_county?utm_source=Bay+Journal+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=56da14f1fd-Newsltr_2018_Oct29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bde9036159-56da14f1fd-109997401
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-county-climate-change/
mailto:marshwren50@comcast.net


News from the ‘Hood November-December 2018 

 
 

 
  Page 17 

 
 
 

 
Fall migratrion has brought some interesting birds our way over the last two months. 
 

A Horned Grebe was at Patuxent River Park on October 19th (Jeff Shenot) – this is a very early 
date for this winter species. 
 

Common Terns were reported from the waters of the Potomac off Fort Washington National Park 
on September 15th and 16th (Jeff Shenot, Mark Rositol). These salt-water loving birds rarely 
appear in our county. 
 

Red-breasted Nuthatches began showing up in our area as early as late 
August, and have been widely reported since then, at feeders as well as 
in their favored pine habitat.  In general, predictions are that this will be 
a good winter for irruptions of birds like Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
because crops of pine cones and other winter food sources are scarce in 
the north.  (Photo at right: Mark Rositol, Aragona Blvd. Retention Pond, 
Oct. 30, 2018, Macaulay Library ML121247221) 

 
Another winter visitor from the north that has been showing up in 
numbers in Prince George’s County are Purple Finches.  The first was 
reported from the South Tract of Patuxent Research Refuge on September 
21st (Hans Holbrook), and reports of these finches are continuing to date, 
at many locations in the county. (Photo at left:  Patti Nedoluha, Bowie, Oct. 
25, 2018, Macaulay Library ML120470941) 
 

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was at Schoolhouse Pond on September 17th (Fred Shaffer).  A Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher was seen at Forestgate, near Bowie, on September 17th and again on 
September 22nd. (Hans Holbrook). 
 

Michel Cavigelli, who works at Beltsville Agricultural Research Center, reported two Lapland 
Longspurs in his research plots on October 28. The 
birds, perhaps as many as six, were seen through 
October 30, by a small number of people with access 
to this restricted area.  Lapland Longspurs are not 
seen annually in our county, and when they do occur, 
it is usually later in winter. (Photo at left, Michel 
Cavigelli, Oct. 28, 2018, Macaulay Library 
ML120979551; photo at right, Hans Holbrook, Oct. 29, 
2018, Macaulay Library ML121125361). 

 
A Dickcissel was at Schoolhouse Pond on September 13th  (Fred Shaffer). 
 

Two Mourning Warblers were found at Schoolhouse Pond by Lisa Garrett during the Fall Bird 
Count on September 16th.  Another was found there by Fred Shaffer on September 21. 
 
 

 
  

PG Notable Bird Sightings 
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checklist 

Or, you can now pay your dues online using the new 
MOS website: 
1. Go to https://mdbirds.org/  
2. Choose “Join” from the menu on the top right  
3. Scroll down and click on “Chapters” 
4. Scroll down to the map and click on Prince 

George’s County to reach the Patuxent Bird Club 
membership area 

5. Scroll down and click the little + sign next to 

“Membership” for PBC 
6. Scroll down and pick your membership level and 

then click the orange “Register” button 
7. Fill out the information, including setting up a 

password that will allow you to access 
“Members Only” information on the MOS 
website 

8. That’s it!  You can even pay dues using your 
smartphone – the website is optimized to work 
with the screen on your phone. 

https://mdbirds.org/

